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Lesson for October 2 in this issue 


Lesson 1.—Birth of Jesus. 
Luke 2:1-40. 
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A Song of Praise 
By Elsie C. Vroman 


Psalms 50:23; 71:8 


RESH as the dew of the morning 
Thy mercies each day from above, 
Give grace for the Spirit’s adorning, 
With numberless tokens of love. 


Garments of praise Thou art giving, 
The spirit of heaviness gone; 

Sins of the dark past forgiven, 
For sighing Thou givest a song. 


Gratefully, Lord, we’re confessing 
Thy goodness through all of our days. 
Grant to us yet this great blessing— 
Of lives that abound to Thy praise. 


we 


Treasure From Trial 


In every trial there is hidden treas- 
ure. We shall never find it if our ears 
are deafened by the drone _of our com- 
plaining, or if our sight is distorted be- 
cauSe our eyes are not fixed on God, 
but on others who may, for the moment, 
be better off. But above the darkness 
of every kind of tribulation, as the stars 
on a winter night, shine the promises of 
God; and, like a glowing planet, these 
words, “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose” (Rom, 8:28). 
Our difficulty in seeing how these words 


apply to any particular testing at a given 
moment does not change the fact. At 
the end of Israel’s long captivity in 
Egypt the Lord said to Moses, “Speak 
now in the ears of the people, and let 
every man borrow of his neighbour, and 
every woman of her neighbour, jewels 
of silver, and jewels of gold. And the 
Lord gave the people favour in the sight 
of the Egyptians” (Exod. 11:2, 3). (The 
old English implies an injustice, as 
though the Israelites were to borrow 
what they never could return. Explain- 
ing that the Hebrew word means “to 
ask,” the Companion Bible comments: 
“This is a most unfortunate rendering. 
Out of 168 occurrences, only six times 
‘borrow’ but 162 ask, beg, require, etc.’’) 
So the Jews were to take away from 
the furnace of affliction “jewels of sil- 
ver, and jewels of gold,” and the Egyp- 
tians, divinely prompted, were glad to 
load them with gifts so long as they 
left! As the bitter memories of pain, 
oppression, and confinement faded away 


“ 


in after years, the beautiful ornaments 
would remain bright and untarnished 
and be objects of interest to children 
and grandchildren; and the precious 
metals were very likely used later in 
the construction of the Tabernacle and 
its furnishings. So it should be with us. 
When we are in the midst of testings 
and tribulation, our ears should be open 
to hear His voice, our eyes should scan 
the pages of His Word, and our minds 
should be centered on Him; for only 
thus can we know the peace He has 
promised: “Thou wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee: because he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 
26:3). Let us ask Him to help us bring 
out of our trials more patience, more 
quietness and humility of spirit, more 
sympathy and kindness toward others 
in trouble, and more childlike confidence 
in our Heavenly Father’s care. Instead 
of asking, “Why did this happen to me?” 
let us look up into His face and say, 
“What wilt thou have me learn?” 


% 


Il’ John Bunyan on First-Day Worship 


QUESTION V 
INCE it is denied that the seventh- 
day sabbath is moral, and found 
it is not to abide as a sabbath for 
ever in the Church, what time is to be 


fixed on for New Testament saints to_ 


perform together divine worship to God 
by Christ in? 

God, by the ministration of the Spirit, 
has changed the day to another time 
—to wit, the first day of the week. 
Therefore we conclude the time is fixed 
for the worship of the New Testament 
Christians or churches of the Gentiles 
unto that day. 

First. The comparison that the Holy 
Ghost makes between the rest of God 
from His works and the rest of Christ 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Their Redeemer is strong; the 
Lord of hosts is his name: he shall 
throughly plead their cause” (Jer. 
50:34). 




















from His doth intimate such a thing: 
“He that hath entered into his rest, he 
also hath ceased from his own works, 
as God did from his” (Heb. 4:10). 

Now God rested from His works, and 
sanctified a day of rest to Himself, as 
a signal of that rest; which day he also 
gave to His Church as a day of holy 
rest likewise. And if Christ thus rested 
from His own works (and the Holy 
Ghost says He did thus rest), He also 
hath sanétified a day to Himself as that in 
which He hath finished His work, and given 
it also to His Church to be an everlasting 
memento of His so doing, and that they 
should keep it holy for His sake. 

And see, as the Father’s work was 
first, so His day went before, and as 
the Son’s work came after, so His day 
accordingly succeeded. The Father’s 
day was on the seventh day from the 
creation—the Son’s, the first day fol- 
lowing. 

So, then, that being the day of the 
rest of the Son of God, it must needs 
be the day of rest of His churches also. 

Secondly. Hence He calls Himself “the 
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Lord even of the sabbath day,” as Luke 
5 and Matthew 12 show. Now, to be a 
Lord is to have dominion, dominion over 
a thing, and so power to alter or change 
it according to that power; and where 
is he that dares say Christ has not this 
absolutely? 

Surely had the Lord Jesus intended 
to have established the seventh day to 
the churches of the Gentiles, He would 
Himself in the first place have rested 
from His own works therein; but since 
He passed by that day and took no notice 
of it as to the finishing of His own 
works, as God took notice of it when He 
had finished His, it remains that He fixed 
upon another day, even the first day 
of the week; on which, by His rising 
again and showing Himself to His dis- 
ciples before His passion, He made it 
manifest that He had chosen, as the 
Lord of the sabbath, that day for His 
own rest; consequently, and for the rest 
of His churches and for His worship to 
be solemnized in. 

Thirdly. And on this day some of the 
saints that slept arose and began their 
eternal sabbath. See how the Lord 
Jesus had glorified this day! Never was 
such a stamp of divine honour put upon 
any other day, no not since the world 
began. ' 

Fourthly. The Psalmist speaks of a 
day that the Lord Jehovah, the Son 
of God, has made, and saith, “We will 
rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa. 118:24). 
But what day is this? Why, the day in 
which Christ was made “the head of 
the corner,” which must be applied to 
the day in which He was raised from 
the dead which is the first of the week. 

It is a day that the Lord has both 
made for that (His resurrection), and 
that “we might rejoice and be glad in 
it.” Rejoice, that is, before the Lord, 
while solemn divine worship is per- 
formed on it by all the people that shall 
partake of the redemption accomplished 
then. 

Fifthly. God the Father again leaves 
such another stamp of divine note and 
honour upon this day as He never be- 
fore did leave upon any, where He saith 
to our Lord, “Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee”; still, I say, 
having respect to “the first day of the 
week,” for that, and no other, is the 
day here intended by the apostle; This 
day, saith God, is the day. Wherefore, 
the day in which God did this work 
is greater than that in which He fin- 
ished the work of the creation; for His 
making of the creation saved it not from 
corruption, but now He hath done a 
work which corruption cannot touch; 
wherefore, the day on which He did 
this has this note from His own mouth, 
This day, as a day that doth transcend. 

And, as I said, this day is the first 
of the week, for it was in that day that 
God begat his beloved Son from the 
dead. This first day of the week, there- 
fore on it God found that pleasure which 
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He found not in the seventh day from 
the world’s creation, for that in it his 
Son did live again to Him. : 

If God remembers it, well may I. If 
God says, and that with all gladness of 
heart, “Thou art my Son, this day have 
I begotten thee,” may not, ought not, I 
also to set this day apart to sing the 
songs of my redemption in? 

This day my redemption was finished. 

This day my dear Jesus revived, 

This day He was declared to be the 
Son of God with power, 

Yea, this is the day in which the Lord 
Jesus finished a greater work than ever 
yet was done in the world; yea, a work 
in which the Father Himself was more 
delighted than He was in making of 
heaven and earth. And shall darkness 
and the shadow of death stain this day, 
or shall a cloud dwell on this day? 

Sixthly. Nor is that altogether to be 
slighted when He saith, “When he bring- 
eth his first-begotten into the world let all 
the angels of God worship him”—to wit, 
at that very time and day. 

I know not what our expositors say of 
this text, but to me it seems to be meant 
of His resurrection from the dead, both 
because the apostle is speaking of that 
and closes that argument with this text, 
“Thou art my Son, this day have I be- 
gotten thee.” And again, “I will be his 
Father, and he shall be my Son.” And 
again, when He bringeth His first-begot- 
ten into the world he saith, “And let 
all the angels of God worship him.” 

Seventhly. Hence this day is called 
the Lord’s day, as John saith, “I was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” the 
day in which He rose from the dead. 

The Lord’s day! Every day, say some, 
is the Lord’s day. Indeed this, for dis- 
course sake, may be granted, but, strictly, 
no day can so properly be called the 
Lord’s day as this first day of the week, 
for that no day of the week or of the 
year has those badges of the Lord’s glory 
upon it, nor such divine grace put upon 
it, as His first day of the week. 

There is nothing, as I know of, that 
bears this title but the Lord’s Supper 
and this day. And since Christians count 
it an abuse to allegorize the first, let 
them also be ashamed to fantasticalize 
the last. The Lord’s day is doubtless 
the day in which He rose from the dead, 
To be sure it is not the old seventh day, 
for from the day that He arose to the 
end of the Bible we find not that He 
did hang so much as one twist of glory 
upon that; but this day is beautified with 
glory upon glory, and that both by the 
Father and the Son, by the prophets, and 
those that were raised from the dead 
thereon; therefore this day must be 
more than the rest. 

And now I come to the texts that are 
more express, 

First. This was the day in the which 
He did use to show Himself to His peo- 
ple and to congregate with them after 
He rose from the dead. 
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Secondly. On the next first day fol- 
lowing the Church was within again— 
that is, congregated to wait upon their 
Lord. And John so relates the matter 
as to give us to understand that they 
were not so assembled together again 
till then. “After eight days,” saith he, 
“again the disciples were within,” clearly 
concluding that they were not so on 
the days between, no, not on the old 
seventh day. 

Now, why should the Holy Ghost thus 
precisely speak of their assembling to- 
gether upon the first day if not to con- 
firm us in this, that the Lord hath chosen 


(Continued on page 730) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Defects of a New Japanese : 


Translation 

A new version of the Scriptures has 
recently been published in Japan which 
is offered as much superior to the ver- 
sion in classical Japanese. Important in- 
formation and comments on it are given 
below in a recent letter from Miss 
Elizabeth A. Whewell of the Mino Mis- 
sion, which was founded in 1918 by Miss 
Sadie Lea Weidner. Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull knew Miss Weidner well, and 
considered her to be an able missionary 
who stood firmly for the truth. Miss 
Whewell was associated with Miss Weid- 
ner for some years and has faithfully 
followed on in her footsteps. The Times 
has for many years had confidence in 
these two experienced missionaries and 
in the Mino Mission, and is therefore 
glad to publish Miss Whewell’s letter. 

“No doubt you have heard of the ‘Col- 
loquial Japanese’ version of the Bible 
recently published by the Japan Bible 
Society and which is accepted and rec- 
ommended by the majority of the evan- 
gelical missionaries here. 

“T should like to call attention to the 
booklet published by the Japan Bible 
Society entitled ‘Introducing the New 
Testament in Colloquial Japanese.’ 

“Chapter I of the above mentioned 
booklet gives a brief history of former 
translations. Chapter II is entitled ‘The 
Procedure and the Character of Our 
Colloquial Translation,’ and under points 
(b) and (c) we read that the ‘aim’ and 
‘effort’ of the committee was to trans- 
late the ‘original Greek,’ rendering an 
‘accurate and faithful translation’ with- 
out doing ‘any paraphrasing or free re- 
writing of the original text’; but on page 
16, under the same heading we read, 
‘It was the committee’s special effort to 
produce a truly idiomatic and readable 
translation of high literary quality, not 
a slavishly literal reproduction of the 
Greek original... .’ 

“Chapter III is entitled ‘Some Com- 
parisons Between the Current Version 

(Continued on page 740) 
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“Upon Every Remembrance” 


Thanksgiving for those who helped me 


in my Christian pilgrimage 


ITH the Apostle Paul, as he 

W wrote to his friends at Philippi, 

I have recollections of happy 
Christian fellowship with many Chris- 
tians during the past half century. But 
there were a few who were leaders in 
their day who gave me words of wis- 
dom or some verse of Scripture that 
profoundly influenced my life for good; 
and, as to them, I can repeat Paul’s 
words, “I thank my God upon every 
remembrance” of them, who thus helped 
me along in my Christian pilgrimage. 

First of all, there was Gipsy Smith, 
the noted evangelist, who spoke one 
noon at the old Association Hall, in the 
Y.M.C.A. at Fifteenth and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia, back in 1907. It 
was in response to his message and ap- 
peal that I then first confessed Christ 
as my personal Saviour. Never before 
had I been impressed with the impor- 
tance of such a confession, but it helped 
to settle the sin question, and, after 
that, I had a sense of really belonging 
to Christ. 

Many years later I met Gipsy Smith 
personally in a Philadelphia hotel, by 
appointment, to ask his permission to 
use the hymn that he used so much in 
his campaigns at that time, “Let the 
Beauty of Jesus Be Seen in Me.” We 
then printed it on our Scripture Gift 
Mission Pocket Calendar for the year 
1932, 


Emphasis on the Morning Watch 


Shortly after my conversion I went 
to Cornell University to study archi- 
tecture and landscape design. I at 
once became deeply interested in the 
many activities of the Cornell Uni- 
versity Christian Association (the col- 
lege Y.M.C.A.). During the year, a 
series of special meetings were con- 
ducted by Dr. John R. Mott, who was 
the International Secretary for the 
Y.M.C.A. in those days. An interview 
with him helped in my personal com- 
mitment to the Lordship of Christ, but 
I especially recall his emphasis upon 
the importance of young Christians’ keep- 
ing “the morning watch,” the giving of 
regular time each morning to the study 
of the Bible and prayer, the purpose 
being to let God Himself make His im- 
pression upon one’s life through His 
Word. Dr. Mott summed it up this way, 
“For some reason, God has required 
that we pay time, to know Him, to be 
conscious of His presence, and to live in 
His power.” It is indeed true, and we 


commend this fact to young people to- 

day; if they spend the time with the 

Lord, He will pay the dividends! 
Somewhat later I met a British leader, 


“A man that hath friends must shew 
himself friendly” (Prov. 18:24). Mr. 
Richie has certainly done _ that 
through the years, and consequently 
he has a very wide circle of Chris- 
tian friends in many lands. For 
twenty-eight years he was a member 
of the American Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion; since 1933 he has been the ex- 
ecutive secetary, and is now retired. 
He has long been a Bible class 
teacher, well known for his forth- 
right Fundamentalist stand, and a 
faithful personal worker “in season, 
out of season.” Here he recalls for 
Times readers some of the memo- 
rable sayings and principles of 
Christian leaders whom he has 
known. 








William Littleboy, a Quaker minister of 
the Gospel, who impressed me with 
these few words that are worth remem- 


bering: “Attitude is more vital than 
action.” We can well apply this fact 
to our Christian faith. Our atti- 


tude toward Christ is more important 
than our behavior, because what we 
think influences and controls what we 
do. “What think ye of Christ? whose 
son is he?” was the test that Christ 
put to the testimony of His disciples. 
And today, when there is so much un- 
belief, we do well to accept the clear 
teaching of Scripture for the basis of 
our faith. 

During the years of World War I, the 
Victorious Life Conferences were held 
on the grounds of the Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, and on: the list of 
speakers were two stalwart Bible teach- 
ers and defenders of the faith—Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of THe Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL TIMES, and Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas. Mid-winter conferences were 
also held in Philadelphia, and one 
could not help but gain much instruc- 
tion and inspiration at these meetings. 

Both of these leaders were invited to 
address a Bible study group of forty to 
sixty young married people and other 
adults which for nearly a dozen years 
had met each fortnight in our home. 
So we had opportunity for personal talks 
with these men. One statement from 
Dr. Trumbull that gripped me at the 
time, and has lasted through the years, 
was his amplification of the significance 
of the Christian doctrine of God as a 
trinity and our need of recognizing the 
attributes and activities of the godhead. 
He said, “The Father wills; the Son 
works; and the Spirit witnesses.” Such 
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a keen analysis suggests the practical 
value of such a doctrine. 

I well remember the day, while at 
Princeton, I brought a personal prob- 
lem to Dr. Thomas concerning divine 
healing. Our small daughter, in answer 
to prayer, had been healed of almost 
complete deafness, and I asked Dr. 
Thomas if it would be right and Scrip- 
tural to take the position that a devout 
Christian should trust Christ for healing 
in all illnesses and no longer rely upon 
medical advice. Dr. Thomas at once 
referred to 1 Thessalonians 5:23, “And 
the very God of peace sanctify you 
wholly; and I pray God your whole - 
spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” “And,” he added, “there 
is order and sequence in that complete 
sanctification; the stripes whereby we 
are healed, in the merits of Christ, are 
effective physically when Jesus comes 
again and we are given a new body like 
‘unto his glorious body.’ But, while in 
this life, we are subject to the ills of 
the flesh and we have need of physi- 
cians.” 


Help from Victorious Life Leaders 


One evening we entertained Dr. 
Thomas prior to the meeting of the Bible 
class. I well remember his love for 
children and how our three-year-old 
daughter sat in his lap and ran her fin- 
gers through his beard (a new experi- 
énce for her, as she had no bearded 
uncles to provide such entertainment). 

Another leader of those days at Prince- 
ton and later on at Keswick Grove, 
N. J., was J. Harvey Borton. He had 
taken an interest in me while I was in 
college, and his personal letters were 
always helpful. As he was the teacher 
of the Bible class that met in our home, 
we had much in common. I remember 
him particularly as exemplifying the 
ninefold fruit of the Holy Spirit, which 
the Apostle Paul lists as “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” I recall his 
suggestion that we should guard against 
Satan’s nagging spirit, which may, often 
say to us, “Go ahead, go ahead, do it,” 
and push us into some carnal action that 
is contrary to the will of God and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit in “gentleness.” 
When we obey “the mind of the Spirit,” 
we can experience a quiet restfulness 
that indicates that the right thing has 
been done. 

Harvey Borton was never impulsive, 
but was patient in dealing with prob- 
lems and was always willing to give 
God time to speak by His«still, small 
voice and give guidance by the Holy 
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Spirit in “gentleness.” I would not 
claim to have completely learned this 
lesson myself, but Harvey Borton’s 
words and example have, I am sure, had 
their influence. And perhaps this is a 
conviction that should be encouraged 
among others in these days of confusion, 
to help steady one in God’s will. 

Then I would like to mention a good 
friend and brother in Christ, Mr. C. Ash- 
ley Baker, who, for about twenty years 
past, has been the General Secretary of 
the Scripture Gift Mission of London, 
England. Shortly after World War II, 
Mr. Baker visited Philadelphia, and it 
was my duty and pleasure, as Secretary 
of the American Scripture Gift Mission, 
to entertain him somewhat. He, too, 
was a gentle spirit, whose quiet, com- 
posed, and trustful faith was a real in- 
spiration. He gave me a fresh and force- 
ful inspiration for expanding the service 
of our American S.G.M., insisting that 
as recorded in Matthew 13:38 in the 
words of Christ. “The field is the world,” 
and that our Scripture distribution 
should not be so restricted to our hemi- 
sphere, but that we should push out into 
larger fields of usefulness. We at once 
started to pursue this policy, and the 
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Lord of the harvest has blessed in this 
wider seed-sowing ministry during the 
past decade. 

Finally may I record something of 
which I have never before spoken or 
written. I have recalled it only lately, 
and have meditated upon it “in the night 
watches” to my refreshment. In my 
boyhood days in a Quaker boarding 
school we used to hear a saintly old 
lady whom some of the boys used to 
speak of as “Old Lady IN, BY, AND 
THROUGH.” As the custom was in 
those days she spoke in a high falsetto 
singsong voice, and usually rang the 
changes on the merits of our Saviour, 
emphasizing the fact that all we re- 
ceived by the grace of God was “in, by, 
and through” the merits of Christ Jesus 
our Lord. In these days, modern thought 
is satisfied with prepositions of less char- 
acter, and we are exhorted to work for 
and with Christ. Perhaps we would do 
well to emphasize again the fact that 
all we are or hope to be is truly “in, 
by, and through” the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“that in all things he might have the 
preeminence” (Col. 1:18). 


Moorestown, N. J. 


The Value of a Gospel Song 


Why it cannot be estimated in dollars and cents 


HE songbook publisher was busy 

opening his morning mail. One after 
another the envelopes were opened. 
Seated opposite, we carried on a frag- 
mentary conversation. “Yes,” said the 
astute publisher, “we get quite a few 
new songs. Few, if any, ‘of them have 
any value at all.” He was still intent 
on the contents of the envelopes, 

“How do you arrive at the value of a 
scng?” we asked, as he looked up sud- 
denly. 

Evidently the question was unexpected, 
for he hesitated quite a while before 
replying. “Just a moment,” he added, 
“here is a manuscript that may answer 
your question.” He drew from a long, 
soiled envelope a piece of manuscript 
paper. “Take a look at it while I look 
through the rest of my mail,” he re- 
marked, as he pursued his examination 
of Uncle Sam’s morning contribution. 

We read the manuscript carefully. It 
consisted of a melody without harmony, 
submitted by a friend in New York, 
whose habit it was to write sacred 
themes. He was unable to harmonize 
his melodies, hence he mailed them with 
verses, leaving the harmonization to the 
publisher. 

“What’s it like?” asked the publisher 
as he completed his digest of the mail. 

“It is merely a melody, without har- 
mony,” came our reply. “The verses 
have a good message,” we continued by 
way of adding encouragement. “Looks 
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like a very singable melody,” we added, 
in the hope that it might enhance the 
value of the composer’s effort. 

“Well, I would have to have it har- 
monized before I would want even to 
hear it,” said the songbook merchant, 
“That fellow always sends his songs in 
that unfinished form,” he said with a 
slight show of irritation, “and I have 
to pay someone to harmonize them. 
There’s expense to start with, and, be- 
sides, the fellow expects to be paid for 
any melodies I accept.” 

We ruminated a little on this sugges- 
tion. “The song is worth paying for if 
you accept it, isn’t it?” Our remark was 
not altogether welcome. The publisher 
evidently had ideas of his own. 

“Would you harmonize that melody 
for me?” inquired the publisher as we 
passed the manuscript across the table. 

“Certainly,” came the ready response, 
“when do you want it?” 

“What would it cost?” The item of 
expense was uppermost in his mind, 

“A dollar a minute,” we replied, much 
to his surprise. 

“What! A dollar a minute? Why, 
that would cost far more than the song 
is worth.” 

“Well, that is the price,” we insisted. 
“I'll pay you fifteen dollars,” he re- 
plied. : 

“Agreed.” 

The publisher smiled. “It isn’t worth 
any more,” he commented as we secured 
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the manuscript once again. Space had 
been left for the extra three parts of 


‘harmony. 


“Better time it and see if you are 
saving money,” we suggested. 

He took out his watch and placed it 
on the table beside the morning mail, 
Exactly eleven minutes later the har- 
mony was finished. 

“Here you are, all complete and ready 
for print.” 

The publisher was amazed. “I lost 
four dollars,” he intimated as we smiled 
approval, 

“Yes,” came the quiet reply. 

That particular song conveyed a beau. 
tiful message. It later found its way 
into one of the best-selling hymnbooks 
of the United States. Its melody was 
good, and it has.become a very useful 
song in every way. The question of its 
value cannot be computed in dollars and 
cents. The publisher, possibly under 
pressure of difficult publishing condi- 
tions, was obliged to estimate its prob- 
able value to him in dollars and cents. 
He figured it as one of three or four 
hundred hymns to be used in the com- 
pilation of a songbook. He figured on 
the cost of the original melody, the cost 
of harmonizing, the cost of a music plate, 
and so forth. His idea of value did not 
take into account any spiritual quality 
in the song. He regarded it largely as 
a medium of trade. Maybe some other 
song publisher would pay a permission 
fee of twenty-five dollars for the use 
of this song in a new book he was pre- 
paring. Possibly several publishers would 
want to use it, all of which would make 
the song a profitable investment for him, 
But that does not begin to constitute 
its real value. 

Take the case of a missionary in Korea. 
He is a medical missionary who for 
many years has been engaged in the 
Lord’s work in that interesting land. 
Moving among the people as he tends 
to their physical needs, this doctor uses 
every opportunity to spread the message 
of the Gospel. He has handed over his 
life with his unusual surgical ability to 
the Lord. He has left home and loved 
ones and friends. He has located among 
a people who are hungry for the Gospel 
message. He has denied himself all the 
comforts of his American home. He has 
given up all thought of a lucrative medi- 
cal practice in a locality of wealth. As 
we met him in Korea we heard from his 
lips a story that is worth repeating. 

“I am here in Korea because of one 
of your Gospel songs,” he said. “Yes, 
there was a picture in the song. Through 
it I saw Christ dying on the cross for 
my sin. It compelled me to accept Him 
and it has brought me to Korea.” 

The song in question was written many 
years ago: ‘ 

When Jesus hung on Calvary, 
He thought of you, and me. 

The real value of that song can never 

be estimated in dollars and cents. In 
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fact, such valuation would be an insult 
to the message of the song. If one per- 
son alone were led to Christ through the 
song, it will require eternity to deter- 
mine its true value. 


While the publisher tries to figure out 
the singable quality of a song, while 
he tries to anticipate its permission 
value and returns, while he seeks to 
reduce the cost of the song to a 
minimum, while he endeavors to get 
all possible value for his investment in 
the song, the Spirit of God may be us- 
ing that song to lead some struggling 
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soul out of darkness into light. The 
Holy Spirit is doing God’s appointed 
work in using the song message to bring 
Heaven into some disconsolate heart. 
Back of the song is a prayer that it 
might be a blessing in spite of its sordid 
commercial connection. In the author- 
ship of the song is a life yielded to God 
for musical service. And, all the while, 
God Himself weighs the effort in the 
balances of mercy and grace. Is not 
His estimate of its value the only thing 
that matters? 


PASADENA, CALIF. 


They Wrote Hymns We Love 


Stories: of the writers of some of our well-known hymns 


Sabine Baring-Gould 


HO does not enjoy singing “On- 

ward, Christian Soldiers,” with its 
lively and stirring music and words? 
This beautiful hymn was written by a 
pastor of the Church of England ninety 
years ago for the children of his church 
at Horbury, England. These children 
were going to a neighboring village to 
join in the festival of Whitmonday, and, 
as was the custom at that time, they were 
to walk. Their pastor knew that the 
walk through the beautiful, peaceful 
English countryside in all its summer 
glory would be a pleasure, but he wanted 
the children to sing while walking, and 
he could find no suitable song. During 
the night he composed “Onward, Chris- 
tian Soldiers.” The next morning he 
taught it to the children, and, that same 
day, the children sang his new song as 
they marched along. They did not have 
the lively music to which it is sung 
now. This was first composed six years 
later by Sir Arthur Sullivan, and it has 
added greatly to the appeal and popu- 
larity of the song. 

Sabine Baring-Gould was born in Ex- 
eter, January 28, 1834, to a landed and 
wealthy English family. He was edu- 
cated at Clare College, Cambridge, and 
traveled extensively until 1864, when he 
became curate in the English Church at 
Horbury. He was a very well educated 
man and a fluent writer. During his 
long life, he lived to be ninety years 
old, he wrote over a hundred books. And 
he wrote about many things, religion, 
history, travel, fiction, and, above all, 
folklore. He loved to delve and study 
old legends, myths, and folklore, and 
then retell them, so as to make very 
interesting, reading. 

But his most enduring fame rests on 
the marching song he wrote for the lit- 
tle children of his church. Another 





beautiful song that he wrote early in 

his career is, “Now the Day Is Over,” 

a soft, familiar evening song. 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers” has been 


By LYDIA MAYFIELD 


translated into over a hundred differ- 
ent languages, and is sung in Christian 
churches of many denominations the 
world over. During the World’s Sun- 
day School Convention in Washington, 
D. C., in 1910, it was arranged that this 
song should’ be sung in Sunday schools 
all over the world the Sunday of May 
22. How this tribute and recognition 
of his hymn must have gladdened the 
heart of the then quite aged Sabine Bar- 
ing-Gould. 
3 


Fanny Crosby 


ONARCHS of the dark ages in 

Europe sometimes used to blind 
the most gifted of the wandering min- 
strels that came to their courts. This 
cruel practice served a twofold purpose. 
It practically prevented the minstrel 
from wandering to the court of a rival, 
and it also, supposedly, improved their 
gift of song. Deprived of sight their 
sense of rhythm and hearing became 
more acute. The blinded minstrel sang 
more sweetly. Homer, according to 
legend, was blind. And our own Fanny 
Crosby, whose beautiful hymns are 
known and loved the world over, was 
blind. 

Frances Jane Crosby was born in 1820 
in Southeast, N. Y. When only six weeks 
old, she suffered from some inflammation 
of the eyes, and a careless nurse de- 
stroyed her sight by placing hot poul- 
tices on her eyes. Fortunately the Crosby 
family was fairly wealthy and was able 
to educate their little blind girl. When 
fifteen years old, little Fanny, as she 
was always known, was sent ta the New 
York Institute for the Blind. Here her 
teachers quickly recognized not only 
her beauty and strength of character, 
but also her gift for poetry. Encour- 
aged by them, Fanny Crosby began to 
write her beautiful poetry and hymns. 
In 1847, when she was twenty-seven 
years old, she became a teacher in the 
same school. In 1858, she married a pupil 
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in the school, the blind musician, Alex- 
ander Van Alstyne. 

Fanny Crosby is not famous only be- 
cause of her hymns. In fact, it was not 
until she was forty-four years old that 
she began to write hymns, at the sug- 
gestion of W. D. Bradbury, the famous 
composer. Two of her most popular 
songs are, “There’s Music in the Air” 
and “Rosalie, the Prairie Flower.” The 
latter brought her over $3,000 in royal- 
ties, quite a large sum for that day. 

But it is for her hymns that she is 
loved and known. During her long life 
—she lived to be ninety-five years old 
—she wrote over three thousand hymns 
Many of these are included in the Moody 
and Sankey Hymn Book. Some of her 
best known and loved hymns are, “Pass 
Me Not, O Gentle Saviour”; “Rescue the 
Perishing,” written in anguish and pity 
for the misery of the poor people in New 
York’s slums; and “Jesus Is Tenderly 
Calling Me Home.” But her greatest 
hymn, the one that brought more joy 
and comfort into this world than any 
of her others is, “Safe in the Arms of 
Jesus.” So beloved and beautiful is this 
hymn that it alone insures her enduring 
fame, and the deep thanks of the mil- 
lions who have found comfort in its beau- 
tiful assurance of eternal love. During 
her long life, Fanny Crosby was a bless- 
ing to thousands who knew her person- 
ally. Her hymns have been a solace 
and inspiration to millions the world 
over. 

w 


Julia Ward Howe 


N DECEMBER of 1861, in the early, 

dark days of the Civil War, Julia 
Ward Howe visited Washington with her 
husband. The city was crowded. Union 
soldiers were everywhere, and there was 
a general tense air of anxiety, for the 
Southern Army was not far from the 
city. One night, while driving through 
the dimly lit streets, she was deeply im- 
pressed by hearing a marching band of 
soldiers singing, “John Brown's Body.” 
She wished she could write a nobler 
lyric for the tune. That night, in the 
Willard Hotel, the words came to her. 
She got up in the middle of the dark, 
chilly night and, by candlelight, hastily 
scribbled down the words that have now 
been known and loved for almost a 
hundred years as “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic.” 

The poem was printed in the Atlantic 
Monthly, in February, 1862, but did not 
draw much attention. But Chaplain 
Charles McCabe saw the poem and mem.- 
orized it. Later, when a prisoner of 
war in the famous Libby Prison, he 
taught it to the other prisoners, and the 
walls of the old prison often rang with 
the voices of hundreds of men singing 
the glorious chorus. After he was re- 
leased, McCabe sang the song at a meet- 
ing in Washington. At once it became 
the most popular song of! the North 
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throughout the Civil War, and its popu- 
larity has never slackened. It brought 
Mrs. Howe more fame than anything 
else in her long career. A friend of 
hers remarked, “Mrs. Howe ought to 
die now, for she has done the best that 
she will ever do.” 

But Julia Ward Howe had no inten- 
tions of dying, or even of resting on her 
laurels. She continued to live for al- 
most fifty years after writing her famous 
song, fifty years that were filled with 
service for humanity. 

Julia Ward was born in New York 
in 1819. Her father was a wealthy 
banker and gave his six children every 
possible advantage in education and train- 
ing. When she was twenty-four, she 
married Samuel Gridley Howe, sixteen 
years her senior, a man of wide humani- 
tarian qualities. His influence did much 
to make her life one of service. Two 
years earlier, he, with Dr. Perkins, had 
founded the Perkins Institute for the 
Blind in Boston. It was at this school 
that the blind and deaf-mute Laura 
Bridgman was educated, and that started 
the train of events that led to the edu- 
cation of Helen Keller. 

Julia Ward Howe helped her husband 
in the education of the blind. She also 
helped in publishing the Boston Com- 
monwealth, an antislavery publication. 
Four children were born to them, Julia, 
Florence, Henry, who was later professor 
at Columbia University, and Maud. She 
continued to be active in the advance- 
ment of women and in the improvement 
of mankind for many years, almost up 
to the time of her death, in 1910. She 
was founder and president of the New 
England Women’s Club for many years, 
president of the Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Women, founded the 
Women’s Peace Association, and was a 
delegate to the World’s Prison Reform 
Congress in London in 1872. Beside all 
these activities, she wrote for numerous 
periodicals and wrote also several books. 
Her life was full, happy, and active. 
Late in. life she said, “The deeper I 
drink of the cup of life, the sweeter it 
grows.” But her pleasures were the 
pleasures that grow out of service to 
others. The best summary of her life 
was made by Alice Stone Blackwell 
when she said, “Her life is like a jewel 
with many facets, and every facet 
shines,” 

ve 


Harriet Beecher Stowe 


VERYBODY knows Harriet Beecher 
Stowe as the author of “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,” and, as Lincoln once called her, 
“the little woman who made the big 
war.” Few know her as the author of 
the beautiful hymn, “Still, Still With 
Thee.” 
Harriet Beecher was born June 14, 
1811, the sixth of thirteen children of 
Lyman Beecher, a preacher. The sev- 
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enth child was the famous preacher, 
Henry Ward Beecher. The Beecher 
household must have been a veritable 
nest of preachers, for seven of the 
eleven children who grew to maturity 
chose the church as their profession. 
Later the family moved to Boston, where 
the elder Beechers tried to augment a 
preacher’s slender salary by opening a 
school. In 1832, the whole family moved 
by stagecoach to the then frontier town 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, where Lyman 


Beecher became president of the newly, 


founded Lane Theological Seminary. 
Here Harriet Beecher came into direct 
contact with the evils of slavery and 
saw the plight and perils of runaway 
slaves. Several times the Beecher fam- 
ily helped hide runaway slaves and 
aided them in escaping. The young 
woman longed to find a means by which 
she could make the world aware of the 
terrible evils of slavery, 

In 1836, Harriet Beecher married Cal- 
vin Stowe, a devout and very religious 
man, but without much ability in mak- 
ing money. Young Mrs. Stowe had to 
use her writing talents to help feed the 
rapidly growing family. .In 1850, the 
family, it now numbered seven chil- 
dren, moved to Maine, where Mr. Stowe 
taught and preached and where Mrs. 
Stowe in the quiet of the Maine woods 
found time to write the book that 
brought her world-wide fame and a 
check for $10,000, a remarkable income 
from a book for that time. 

When Mr. Stowe saw the check he 
said, “Why, Harriet, that’s more money 
than I’ve ever seen in all my life.” 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” had first appeared 
as a serial in the National Era, an anti- 
slavery magazine published in Washing- 
ton, in 1851. It did not attract much at- 
tention until it came out in book form 
in 1852, when it became world famous 
almost overnight. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe continued to 
write about an average of a book a year 
for thirty years after her big success. 
None of her other books had more than 
a fleet and rapidly passing popularity. 
She .lived to celebrate her eighty-fifth 
birthday. Her death occurred in Hart- 
ford in July of 1896. 

The hymn, “Still, Still With Thee,” 
was written in 1855, at the request of 
her most famous brother, Henry Ward 
Beecher, and was included in “The 
Plymouth Collection of Hymns.” It has 
a beautiful thought and shows devout 
religious convictions, 


HALSTEAD, KANS. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


September 17, 1955 


Bunyan on First-Day Worship 
(Continued from second page) 


that day for the new sabbath of His 
Church? 

Hence now we conclude that this was 
the custom of the Church at this day— 
to wit, upon the first day of the week 
—to meet together and to wait upon 
their Lord therein. 

Objection. ° “But Christ showed him- 
self alive to them at other times also.” 

Answer. The names of all those days 
in which He so did are obliterated and 
blotted out, that they might not be idol.- 
ized, for Christ did not set them apari 
for worship; but this day, the first day 
of the week, by its name is kept alive 
in the Church, the Holy Ghost surely 
signifying thus much, that, how hidden 
soever other days were, Christ would 
have His day, the first day, had in ever- 
lasting remembrance among saints. 

Thirdly. Add to this, that upon Pente- 
cost, which was the first day of the 
week, mention is made of their bein 
together again; for Pentecost was alway 
the morrow after the sabbath, the old 
seventh-day sabbath. 

We will note a few things upon it: 

First. The Church was now, as on 
other first days, all with one accord in 
one place. 

Secondly. We read that this meeting 
of theirs was not begun on the old sab- 
bath, but when Pentecost was fully 
come; the Holy Ghost intimating that 
they had left now, and begun to leave, 
the seventh-day sabbath to the unbeliev- 
ing Jews. 

Thirdly. Nor did the Holy Ghost come 
down upon them till every moment of 
the old sabbath was past. 

I say again, since from the resurrec- 
tion of Christ to this day the Church 
then did receive upon the first day (but, 
as we read, upon no other) such glori- 
ous things as we have mentioned, it is 
enough to beget in the hearts of them 
that love the Son of God a high esteem 
of the first day of the week. 

To say little more to this head, but 
only to repeat what is written of this 
day of old—to wit, that it should be pro- 
claimed the self-same day—to wit, the 
morrow after the sabbath, which is the 
first day of the week, “that it may be 
an holy cofivocation unto you: you shall 
do no servile work therein: it shall be 
a statute for ever in all your dwellings” 
(Lev. 23:21). 

This ceremony was about the sheaf that 
was to be waved and the bread of first 
fruits, which was a type of Christ, for 
He is unto God “the first fruits of them 
that sleep.” - 

This sheaf or bread must not be waved 
on the old seventh day, but on the mor- 
row after, which is the first day of the 
week, the day in which Christ rose from 
the dead and waved Himself as the first 
fruits of the elect unto God. 


(To be concluded) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





vation Army had it hard in the early 

days. I met there some years ago a 
gifted musician and composer whose 
father was beaten at street meetings so 
that he had to spend the rest of his life in 
a wheel chair! In Arvika, Sweden was a 
corps with two members, now in Glory, 
whose son, Simon Sérman is teacher in 
the Academy of Arts, Stockholm. He 
was commissioned in 1950 to decorate 
the walls of the state church in Arvika 
and he has done it brilliantly. A great 
picture of Christ over the altar. On the 
right side of chancel are sleeping dis- 
ciples, Roman soldiers weaving the 
crown of thorns, Peter warming his 
hands at the fire. On the left are scribes 
and Pharisees listening critically to 
Jesus, a mother with two children show- 
ing the Lord healing a blind man, a 
young girl helping her lame mother to 
Jesus. 

Then there are elsewhere frescoes 
showing the spread of the Gospel in our 
day, and this artist son of the Salva- 
tion Army does not forget his early con- 
tacts. He paints an open-air meeting 
and two workmen (one hanging over 
bicycle handle bars) stopping to listen. 
A group of praying Salvationists are 
shown, and the two elder ones are the 
artist’s own parents. 

So do the early sufferers receive pres- 
ent-day recognition. 


Major Kenneth M. Scott, M.D., son of 
the veteran China missionary, Charles 
Ernest Scott, has tackled the job of re- 
suscitating the Presbyterian Hospital at 
Taegu, Korea. He has had long and 
varied surgical preparation, and his de- 
voted wife, Anne Scott, is a former 
supervisor of nurses in the Presbyterian 
Hospital in Philadelphia. He has un- 
dertaken the work of four men. This 
hospital before the war was also a cen- 
ter of evangelism as well as of medical 
relief, and some 120 churches owe to it 
their origin. And today there are some 
60 to 70 decisions for Christ each month. 

Dr. Scott has dedicated a new build- 
ing for the thousands of lepers there- 
about, and Mrs. Scott’s heart has gone 
out to the orphans, daytime covered 
with vermin, nighttime attacked by rats, 


ik SWEDEN, as elsewhere, the Salva- 


‘shoeless in winter, sleeping in sewers 


and holes. For these she has opened 
not only four orphanages but also an 
amputee center and a refuge for the un- 
tainted children of lepers. 


“In a recent cold spell, seventeen 


orphans were reported to have frozen 
to death in one week. Just yesterday, 
Ken amputated one foot and part of the 
other of a little beggar boy, whose feet 


froze one night while asleep on the 
street.” ¥ 
One cannot commend this Samaritan 
work too highly to the support, not only 
of Presbyterians, but of others. The 
withdrawal of American troops has 
greatly reduced an important source 
of income. Address checks to Major 
K. M. Scott, M.D., Presbyterian Mission, 
A.P.O, 59, Taegu Branch, care Postmas- 
ter, San Francisco (domestic postal rate). 


European Notes.—Newsweek quoted 
Figaro, Paris newspaper, on the discov- 
ery of papers in Paris archives which 
give Voltaire’s retraction from deism 
and his statement, “I die in the holy Cath- 
olic religion in which I was born,” and 
so on. This may interest Unitarians and 
Modernists, lineal successors of Voltaire; 
hardly others. 

St. George’s West, Edinburgh, was the 
pulpit of Alexander Whyte, the great 
Scottish preacher. After a period of 
leanness following his death, the church 
has now in Dr, Nurdo E. MacDonald an- 
other great evangelical leader whom 
a packed church welcomes from Sun- 
day to Sunday. Recently Usher Hall, 
the biggest in Edinburgh, was taken 
for special services and overfilled with 
people, many of whom are ordinarily 
not churchgoers. 

The Lecture Hall of Calvin (L’Audi- 
toire) still stands in Geneva close to the 
Cathedral of St. Peter, and is now to 
be repaired and restored. In Calvin's 
day his lectures there on theology were 
attended by over a thousand daily. Num- 
bers of these were from other lands as 
John Knox from Scotland, Olevianos, 
among the authors of the Heidelberg 
Confession, Marnix Sainte-Aldegonde, 
one of the glories of the Reformation in 
Holland, and Thomas Bodley, founder 
of the Bodleian Library in Oxford. It 
was the arsenal of the Reformation. 
“Give us the wood,” said Calvin, “and 
we will send back the arrows.” As it 
happened, this building was at one time 
the Arsenal of Geneva, and it was to 
this fact that Calvin was evidently re- 
ferring. 

A Spanish Jesuit in Barcelona, J. Per- 
rone, has written a Catecismo sober 
Protestantismo, otherwise a “Catechism 
on Protestantism.” Here are samples: 

“Few know to what an abyss our land 
would sink if the criminal ideas of these 
people should gain the upper hand. We 
must hate Protestantism with our whole 
hearts and despise it as the greatest 
plague which oppresses our poor man- 
kind.” But when he comes to theology 
he has unfortunately something on us: 
“Many of them have denied the divine 





By ERNEST GORDON 


inspiration of the Bible and removed 
various books from it as the prophecies 
of Daniel and parts of the Gospel of 
John” (as in the RS.V. the opening 
part of John 8 and the closing portion 
of Mark 16), 


Oberlin College was for many years 
under the presidency of Charles G. Fin- 
ney and was a power for evangelical 
Christianity, missiens, and all good 
causes. In the past generation it has 
suffered the blight which neo-Unitarian- 
ism has brought upon the Congregation- 
alist churches, I notice in the Boston 
Globe church news for July 16 the fol- 
lowing: 

“Federated church, Hyannis. The Gil- 
bert and Sullivan Players from Oberlin 
College will present a musical program 
at 11 am on Sunday. Jerry Bidlack 
is musical director of the company, pow 
playing its third summer session of 
operettas. The Rev. Dr. Shultz will 
speak on ‘To Live in These Great Times 
and Have a Part.’” 

Oberlin College was named after a 
great and serious man, the Alsatian pas- 
tor, J. F. Oberlin. Neo-Unitarians claim 
him as an apostle of their “social gos- 
pel.” “Not so,” wrote M. Camille Leon- 
hardt, “his life sprang out of the Mo- 
ravian and Pietist circles of Strassbourg, 
and his personal dedication, written at 
the age of twenty, was literally inspired 
by a book of Philip Dodderidge, the 
English hymn writer and pastor, whose 
spiritual influence on him was often 
noted in laterdife. He always preached 
conversion and the new birth and par- 
ticipated in the work of revival such 
as founding of Bible societies and mis- 
sions. He knew where the roots of social 
reform must be, and considered his own 
social work as an outgrowth of the 
evangelical tradition.” 


The Seed of the Righteous.—Speaking 
of Oberlin, a lineal descendant, Gustave 
Keller, has just died. He was an engi- 
neer and manufacturer in Marseilles, a 
great friend of missionaries, his home al. 
ways open to them and his own son on the 
foreign mission field. He was also grand- 
son of the founder of the famous Keller 
Institute in Paris, which trained num- 
bers of French Protestant boys who 
later became famous, among them the 
sculptor Bartholdi, who gave us the 
Statue of Liberty in New York harbor. 


% 


The real secret of an unsatisfied life 
lies too often in an unsurrendered will. 
And yet how foolish, as well as how 
wrong, this is!—Hudson Taylor’s Choice 
Sayings. ; 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1 OCTOBER 2. BIRTH OF JESUS 


Luke 2:1-40; printed text, verses 1-14 
Golden Text.—Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.—Luke 2:10 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Cesar Augustus, that all the world should 
be taxed. 

2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.) 

‘3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage 
of David: ) 

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child. 

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
thére was no room for them in the inn. 


8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

‘13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. 


Legsons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

UKE seems to be the only Gentile 
L who had any part in the writing 

of the Holy Scriptures. He was a 
physician (Col. 4:14), possibly of Syrian 
Antioch, where a friendship with the 
Apostle Paul could easily have been 
formed, later blossoming into a compan- 
ionship in apostolic journeys and trials. 
There are other theories concerning the 
home of Luke, but it is not a matter of 
great importance. , 

The “we” passages of Acts (those por- 
tions where the narrative changes from 
the third person to the first person) in- 
dicate the places where Luke, the writer 
of the Book of Acts, was one of the 
apostolic company. It is interesting that 
at one point of Paul’s imprisonment in 
Rome, Luke was his only companion (2 
Tim. 4:11). 

This Greek doctor wrote two of our 
New Testament books—the third Gospel 
and the Book of Acts. Both were writ- 
ten to a Greek nobleman, by name The- 
ophilus (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1), whose 
‘name means “lover of God.” There has 
been considerable speculation about the 
relation between Luke and Theophilus. 
Some have suggested that the noble- 
man was Luke’s sponsor, to whom in 
gratitude, he dedicated his literary 
works. Others, recalling how many 
Greek doctors were slaves in the house- 
holds of the nobility, think that Luke 
may have been the slave of Theophilus, 
and later freed to pursue the work of 
the Gospel. I am satisfied with a simp- 
pler theory, that Luke had a burden 
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for the spiritual growth of his younger 
friend, Theophilus, who, at the time Luke 
wrote his Gospel, had just come through 
a catechumens’ class (a class of instruc- 
tion for young converts), as suggested 
in the Greek verb for “instructed” in 
Luke 1:4. 

Written by a Greek, to a Greek, we 
do not wonder that Luke’s Gospel has 
come to be known as the Greek Gospel. 
But more of that next week. 

In the meantime I suggest that, in 
view of the fact that we shall be spend- 
ing six months in Luke’s Gospel, teach- 
ers get hold of some good books on this 
Book of the Bible. For expository pur- 
poses (and teaching should certainly be 
expository), I suggest Alexander Mac- 
laren’s work on Luke’s Gospel for Bible 
classes, “Bible Class Expositions” (Hod- 
der & Stoughton, London, Eng.; now, as 
far as is known, out of print), and G. 
Campbell Morgan’s “The Gospel Accord. 
ing to St. Luke” (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.50). A recent 
work, “The Gospel of Luke,” by Norval 
Geldenhuys, which appeared as the first 
issue of the “New International Com- 
mentary” (Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $6), is excellent 
for textual analysis. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 2:1.—“. . . there went out a de- 
cree from Cesar Augustus, that all the 
world should be taxed.” For “taxed” 
read “enrolled.” It was a census of the 
Roman Empire. 

Verse 2.—“. . . first made when Cy- 
renius was governor of Syria.” Here is 
the historian Luke giving a chronolog- 
ical detail, which, however, has given 


considerable difficulty. Cyrenius (Qui- 
rinius) imposed a census in A.D. 6, 
which was the occasion of the rebellion 
referred to in Acts 5:37. Apparently 
he had an earlier term as governor, syn- 
chronizing with the birth of Christ, 

Verse 3.—“. . . every one into his own 
city.” This was not the universal sys- 
tem throughout the empire, but seems 
to have been adopted as a concession 
to Jewish pride. 

Verse 4.—“And: Joseph . . . from Gali- 
lee _ . . Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David ... Bethlehem...” The 
“up” is quite literal, since the Judaean 
plateau was higher than the Galilean 


plain. The distance is about eighty 
miles. For Joseph’s lineage see Mat- 
thew 1, 


Verse 5.—“. .. with Mary his espoused 
wife _..” This was after the incident 
related in Matthew 1:18-24. The jour- 
ney would be the more difficult with 
Mary’s time so close at hand. 

Verse 6.—“. . . while they were there, 
the days were accomplished ...” It is 
generally taken for granted that the 
birth took place the very night of their 
arrival in Bethlehem, but the record 
does not say so. 

Verse 7.—“‘And she brought forth her 
firstborn son ... and laid him ina 
manger ... no room for them in the 
inn.” We must attribute this to the 
kindness of the owner of the _ stable 
rather than to the unkindness of the 
innkeeper. Humble as the setting was, 
it would be quieter than a crowded, 
bustling inn. 

Verse 8.—“. . . in the same country 
shepherds . , . keeping watch over their 
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flock .. .” It has been suggested that 
these were the Temple flocks, being 
reared for sacrifice. Special care would 
therefore be taken of them against 
prowling apimals such as wolves. 

Verse 9.—“, . . the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: .. , sore 
afraid.” Do not confuse “the angel of 
the Lord” here with the one who bears 
that title in the Old Testament. Here 
it is simply “an angel.” What makes 
men “sore afraid” at the approach of 
heavenly beings? 

Verse 10.—*. . . good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.” For 
“all people” read “all the people,” point- 
ing to the Jews as the first recipients 
of the Gospel. Compare Matthew 1:21; 
Romans 1:16, and the like, 

Verse 11—“For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” The city of David 
is Bethlehem, birthplace of Israel’s great 
king. The name Jesus carries the 
thought of Saviour. Christ is the 
anointed One, the Messiah, foretold by 
the prophets. “The Lord” here is cer- 
tainly the same as in verse 9, so identify- 
ing the One newly born with Him whose 
name was the Lord, or Jehovah. 

Verse 12.—“...asign... the babe... 
lying in a manger.” The sign was not 
the “swaddling clothes,” the common 


method of wrapping babies, but the 
manger. 
Verse 13.—‘. . . a multitude of the 


heavenly host praising God, and saying.” 
After the solo recitative comes the 
chorus. 

Verse 14—“Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” Read “on earth peace to men of 
good will,” that is, men who are the ob- 
jects of God’s good will. Peace comes 
to men as an act of God’s grace. This 
is no promise of a millennium brought 
in by the preaching of the Gospel, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Kings and empires are God’s servants, 
When He has a purpose to perform, all 
human activity bends to its realization. 
God had announced seven centuries be- 
forehand that the Messiah was ta be 
borr. in Bethlehem of Judah~ (Micah 
5:2). When the fullness of the time 
came the chosen mother was living in 
Nazareth of Galilee, with no thought of 
moving to Bethlehem. Now God could 
simply have spoken to Joseph in a 
dream, bidding him take Mary to Beth- 
lehem, but He chose another means, 
which would focus the attention of the 
world on the event. He moved the Ro- 
man Emperor, Augustus, to inaugurate 
a system of enrollment throughout the 
empire. But that was not all. He moved 
him to grant certain concessions to some 
peoples within the empire which tended 
to remove the sting of a foreign census. 
One which was granted the Jews was 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. September 25.—Renewed Allegiance 
to the Law. Nehemiah 8; 9; 
10:28-39; Ezekiel 20:19, 20 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. October 9.—Boyhood of Jesus. 
Luke 2:41-52 








that they should enroll in their ances- 
tral home. This enabled them to feel 
that their glorious past was a living 
thing. So Joseph and Mary journeyed 
to Bethlehem, the city of David, since 
Joseph, the legal parent (both of them, 
for that matter), was of the royal line 
of David. 

Incidentally, the first census seems to 
have been delayed in this particular 
portion of the empire, to give time to 
have the people’s minds conditioned to 
the idea, as well as to effect the organ- 
ization. This also was to serve God’s 
fullness of time. 

“There was no room for them in the 
inn,” which indeed was a mercy, for a 
crowded inn, full of noise as well as 
of people, was no place for a woman to 
give birth to a son. No doubt the owner 
of the stable (whether the innkeeper or 
somebody else) did his best to make the 
place reasonably clean and comfort- 
able. But it was indeed a humble set- 
ting for the birth of Him by whom the 
heavens and the earth and all things 
were made! True, His destiny was to 
reign, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
But the purpose of His coming into the 
world was to save, and the lowly birth 
was a suitable prelude to the Cross 
which awaited as the instrument of sal- 
vation. 

It was fitting, too, that humble shep- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HEN was Jesus Christ born? 
2. Which prophet predicted that 
Christ should be born in Bethlehem? 

3. Where did Joseph and Mary live 
before the birth of Jesus? 

4. How did God bring Joseph and 
Mary to Bethlehem for the birth of 
Jesus? 

5. What kind of accommodation did 
Joseph and Mary obtain in Bethlehem? 

6. Who gave the first announcement of 
the birth of Jesus, and to whom? 

7. How did the Magi learn of the birth 
of Christ? 

8. Why is Bethlehem called the city 
of David? 

9. To what office is Jesus said to be 
born (a) in Matthew’s Gospel, (b) in 
Luke’s Gospel? 

10. What great song appears in our les- 
son? 

(Answers on page 740) 
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herds should be the first to hear the 
good news, for it was characteristic of 
His ministry that the common people 
heard and responded, while Paul has 
reminded us that “not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called” (1 Cor. 1:26). 
It is interesting to notice that, while 
everything else about the birth of Jesus 
was humble and lowly, yet it is the only 
birth on record announced bya choir 
of angels, 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, The imperial setting (Luke 2: 1-3) 

2. The divine event (vs. 4-7) 

3. The heavenly announcement (vs. 8-14) 


Topics for Development 


Matthew and Luke. It is evident that 
the accounts of the birth of Christ given 
by Matthew and Luke are very differ- 
ent. That does not mean that they are 
contradictory; they are rather comple- 
mentary. The two records are given 
from different points of view, and each 
contains details which the other omits. 
Matthew tells the story from the point 
of view of Joseph, as is clearly seen in 
Matthew 1:18-24, while. Luke relates the 
events more as they concern Mary, as is 
especially evident in Luke 1:26-56. Mat- 
thew does not tell us how Joseph and 
Mary came to be in Bethlehem at the 
time of the birth, but Luke makes this 
clear in 2:1-5. Matthew gives nothing 
regarding the location of the birth save 
that it was in Bethlehem of Judea, while 
Luke tells us how it was ina stable so that 
the child was laid in a manger “because 
there was no room for them in the inn.” 
Matthew tells of the coming of the Wise 
Men from the East to visit the infant 
Christ, led by the star. Luke tells of 
the visit of the shepherds, directed by 
the angelic announcement. It is ap- 
parent that the visit of the Wise Men 
was sometime after the birth because 
they found the holy family settled in a 
house (Matt, 2:11). On the other hand, 
the shepherds who came the very night 
of the birth found “the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger” 
(Luke 2:12). It is interesting, too, that 
in Matthew’s account the Wise Men in- 
quired for him who was “born king of 
the Jews” (Matt. 2:2), while in Luke’s 
account the angel announces one who 
is born a Saviour (Luke 2:11). These 
are just a few of the differences, but 
they are enough to make it clear that 
neither Matthew nor Luke .(and we 
might include Mark and John also) set 
out to write a biography of Jesus. Each 
of them wrote a Gospel, each of these 
Gospels being a definite portrait of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It requires all four 
to complete the picture. 


Practical Applications 


History loses all meaning unless we 
see in it the story of God working out 
His own eternal purposes. The Roman 
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Empire was raised up to serve God’s 
purpose to send His Son, accomplish re- 
demption, and start the Gospel on its 
agelong course. The Christian ought 
to be interested in history as His story. 

You may at times feel that you are 
a victim of human oppression and in- 
justice, even as Joseph and Mary doubt- 
less smarted under the necessity of the 
Roman enrollment. But just as the glo- 
rious wilk of God was being fulfilled 
through that very circumstance, so we 
should regard our adversities as in- 
struments of the will of God in us. 

You do not have to be in some “shrine” 
or “holy place” to have Heaven come 
down to your soul. You may know the 
presence of God’s angels in the pursuit 
of the common task, as did the shep- 
herds of Bethlehem, 


Golden Text 

Luke 2:10.—“Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” The Gos- 
pel brings joy for fear. When the good 
tidings come to “you,” it is that you 
should be a channel to convey it to “all 
people.” 

ELMuHuvRST, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come” 
“I Love To Hear the Story” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose love for men moved 
Thee to give us the Lord Jesus that 
through Him we might be saved, we 
thank Thee for the lovely story of His 
birth in the Gospel of Luke which we 
begin to study today. Through our study 
of this Gospel may we see more clearly 
the fair beauty of our Saviour in His 
unblemished life, in His mercy to the 
needy, and in His sacrifice of Himself 
for our sins. Pardon the selfishness and 
all the sin of our past, and expel all 
our evil desires and habits by the power 
of an overmastering love for such a 
Saviour as ours. Let Thy touch of heal- 
ing be upon the sick, Thy word of com- 
fort come to the sad, and Thy help be 
given all who are afflicted. Speed the 
spread of the good tidings to all people 
and bring the triumph of Thy Kingdom 
in all the world, for Thy Son’s sake. 
Amen. 


EARTH'S GRANDEST MOMENT / 
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After the Lesson.—Perhaps on your 
vacation last summer you were at a 
beach where there were lifeguards. 
They were ready to help any bather in 
trouble. A lifeguard who saved some- 
one from drowning would be a savior 
—one who saved another. But we spell 





A SAVIOUR FOR ALL 


TAKE HIM YOURSELF 


TO OTHERS 
it with a small s. Our lesson today 


calls the Lord Jesus “a Saviour,” but 
spells it with a capital S, This is be- 
cause He.is not just a savior, but the 
Saviour, one who stands all alone as 
the Saviour of sinners, the Saviour of 
the world. The news of His-coming was 
big news as well as good—the biggest 
news the world has ever known. Per- 
haps that is why God used angels as 
the first to tell it. But some people 
haven’t heard the news yet, and some 
who have do not pay proper attention 
to it. 

Notice the angel spoke of bearing 
“good tidings .. . to all people”—tidings 
of a Saviour for all. But he also said, 
“Unto you is born... a Saviour”—a 
Saviour for all, a Saviour for you, But 
if you only believe He came as the Sav- 
iour of all and let it go at that, you 
miss the saving work He waits to do 
in you. “Unto you is born , . . a Saviour.” 
Have you received Him as yours? Are you 
trusting, obeying, submitting to Him 
daily? If not, lose no time in doing sos 
Sin is destructive, and none but Christ 
can save you from perishing. And let 
us who know Him as our own precious 
Saviour remember those who have never 
yet heard of Him. Let us make the job 
of getting the good tidings to all people 
our job. Before we know it another 
Christmas will be here. Let us put a 
missionary gift at the top of our gift 
list, for the people who have never 
heard. That gift could be yourself, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“| , there went out a decree from 
Cesar Augustus .. .” (Luke 2:1).—The 
decree said that “all the world should 
be taxed”—or enrolled. A census, in other 
words, must be taken. The time had 
come for the fulfillment of all proph- 
ecies relating to the birth of the Saviour. 

The Prophet Micah had predicted that 
He was to be born in Bethlehem (5:2). 
So the Lord moves the sovereign of the 
Roman Empire to make that decree, 
which sent the blessed virgin, Mary, 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. “The 
king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, 
as the rivers of water: he turneth it 
whithersoever he will’ (Prov. 21:1). 

In the verse just quoted from Prov- 
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erbs, “there is allusion to the practice 
common among gardeners and agricul- 
turists, especially in Eastern countries, of 
directing the course of brooks and con- 
structing artificial canals, or water 
sluices, for the purpose of irrigating the 
soil. As these fertilizing rivulets ... 
are conducted forwards and. backwards, 
to the right hand or the left, diverted 
or stopped, at the will of him who man- 
ages them; so is the heart of kings, and 
by parity of reasoning, of the rich and 
mighty of the earth, swayed at the sov- 
ereign disposal of the Lord of all crea- 
tures. He, by the course of His provi- 
dence, and by the inward promptings 
of His Spirit, can turn the enriching 
tide of their bounty in any direction 
He sees fit” (Bush). 


“And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria” (Luke 
2:2).—It is one thing to make a decree, 
and quite another to carry it out. The 
decree was made by Augustus, but the 
actual taxing was done by Cyrenius. 

“The Holy Spirit,” says J. N. Darby 
in his “Synopsis of the Books of the 
Bible, “notes this circumstance to show 
that when once the purpose of God 
was accomplished, the decree was not 
historically carried out until afterward. 
A great deal of learning has been spent 
on what I believe to be simple and clear 
in the text.” 


“And she brought forth her firstborn 
son . . .” (Luke 2:7).—Thus was ful- 
filled the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, “Be- 
hold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son.” He was truly the seed of the 
woman (Gen. 3:15). “When the fulness 
of the time was come”— four thousand 
years of human history during which 
man had been tried, and failed, under 
every dispensation—“God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under 
the law .. .” (Gal. 4:4, 5). 

Jews and Gentiles failed to keep God’s 
Law; hence the whole world is subject 
to the judgment of God (Rom. 3:19). 
The Lord Jesus came laden with the 
gifts of life and peace and everlasting 
joy, but we were utterly unable to re- 
ceive and enjoy them because we were 
under the curse of a broken Law by 
reason of our transgressions, 

There is a young man in an Illinois 
prison who has been willed a farm on 
which oil has been discovered. He is 
a potential millionaire; but he cannot 
enjoy this wealth because he has com- 
mitted murder and is facing the electric 
chair because of his crime. 

If some legal way could be found 
whereby justice could be satisfied, and 
the criminal set free, how delighted the 
young man would be to receive and en- 
joy the inheritance; but, as it now stands, 
he says he doesn’t care whether the 
property is worth one or a _ million 
dollars, 

What man cannot do, God can! He 
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sent His Son to redeem them that were 
under the condemnation of the Law. 
The Lord Jesus perfectly fulfilled the 
Law, and “redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us: 
for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree” (Gal, 3:13). 
Blessed “Seed of the woman”! 


“And there were in the same country 
shepherds .. .” (Luke 2:8).—Had a man 
unaided by the Spirit of God written 
the account of the birth of the Saviour, 
he, no doubt, would have mentioned the 
king, princes, priests, scribes, and elders, 
at this point in the story; but all such 
dignitaries are conspicuous by their ab- 
scence, in this divinely inspired record. 

Sometime later, when the Babe had 
become a “young child”—and was no 
longer in the manger, but in the “house” 
—Wise Men from the East appeared in 
Jerusalem asking, “Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews?” Then we read 
of the king, chief priests, and scribes 
(Matt, 2). They knew from prophecy 
that Bethlehem was to be His birthplace; 
but not one of them uttered a word 
about having had personal contact with 
that King. The Wise Men must have 
wondered at the appalling latk of cour- 
tesy on the part of these grandees in 
not offering to guide them to the “King 
of the Jews.” 

When the “noble” and “mighty” of 
earth maintain an attitude of total in- 
difference toward God’s interests in the 
world, He will make use of humble and 
unknown persons—as the shepherds, in 
this instance. (See Psas. 18:26; 25:14; 
Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor. 1:26-31.) 


“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings . . .” (Luke 2:10).—The 
angel’s message to the shepherds is the 
beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 
for Gospel means “good news” or “glad 
tidings.” Certainly, it was “good tidings 
of great joy.” “God according to his 
promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, 
Jesus” (Acts 13:23). He was sent “to 
the Jew first,” but not to the Jew only. 
The Apostle John said, “The Father sent 
the Son to be the Saviour of the world” 
(1 John 4:14). How the Samaritans 
rejoiced in this fact, ang exclaimed, “Now 
we believe ... for we have heard him 
ourselves, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the world” 
(John 4:42). 

Upon the cross the Saviour accom- 
plished the work that saves. It was 
there He cried, “It is finished.” On the 
first day of the week, He rose trium- 
phantly over all His foes. 

In seeking to help a boy understand 
God’s way of salvation, Dr. Walter L. 
Wilson said, “I am a doctor, but I am not 
your doctor, am I?” “No,” said the lad. 
“Why not?” asked the doctor. “Because 
we never took you as our doctor,” re- 
plied the boy. “Very weil, then, Jesus 
Christ is a Saviour, but He is not your 
Saviour unless you take Him. Will you 
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With bowed head the boy 
took the Lord Jesus as his Saviour then 
and there. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


do so now?” 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when it was announced 

about one hundred and ten years 
ago in the Edison home that a boy was 
born and his name was Tom, it was a 
great day for the world. It was a great 
day for you and me—though we were 
not yet born. Think a minute how it 
would be without the electric light, now 
illuminating every city and town in the 
world—at the touch of a button in mil- 
lions of homes and halls and offices and 
factories, turning darkness into day. It 
is wonderful that the birth of one boy 
named Tom should mean so much to the 
world. Yet, who can say that if Edison 
had not been born, none would have dis- 
covered the incandescent lamp? 

It was another wonderful day when 
Mr, and Mrs, Watt announced the birth 
‘of their son James—a wonderful day 
for the world and for you and me. Think 
of how many ways steam power, through 
manufacture and transportation, adds to 
our comfort and pleasure. Yet; who 
can say that no man would have dis- 
covered and harnessed this giant to serve 
mankind if James Watt had not seen the 
light of day? 

Still another wonderful day it was 
when the Bells announced the birth of 
a boy whom they named Alexander 
Graham—a wonderful day for the world 
and for you and me. How would we 
get on without the telephone? Yet, who 
can say that no one would have invented 
the telephone if Alexander Graham Bell 
had not been born? 

But oh, fellows, the supreme birthday 
of all time was that which was an- 
nounced by the angels to the shepherds 
watching their flocks by night in the 
Judean hills; it was that birthday sig- 
naled by a glorious star to the Wise 
Men who came to Bethlehem with gifts 
of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
The birth of Jesus Christ means more 
to you and me and the world than all 
the other birthdays combined. Those 
other birthdays brought material bless- 
ings. The coming of Jesus Christ into the 
world not only made possible the high- 
est enjoyment of all material blessings, 
but—far more important—it made pos- 
sible the most wonderful spiritual bless- 
ing imaginable, and that is the only 
benefit that can endure through life and 
eternity. 

Neither can it be said that if Jesus 
Christ had not been born, some other 
might have brought us salvation and 
life and joy, for “there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved”! 

Edison was used of God to give us 
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light to read and work by; Jesus Christ 
gives us light to live by and to die by. 

Watt was used of God to give us steam 
power with which to manufacture and 
to haul; Jesus Christ gives us power 
to overcome evil which would destroy 
us, body and soul; and that power is 
infinitely more necessary. 

Dr. Bell was used of God to supply 
us with the means of speaking and hear- 
ing over long distances; Jesus Christ 
gives us connection with God and 
shortens to whispering nearness and for- 
giveness the long distance of separation 
between an outraged Heavenly Father 
and a disobedient child. 

Let us thank God now again for the 
most wonderful birth of all time and 
eternity! 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 


My Class. of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OME years ago a terrible plague 

swept through part of China. The 
disease did not kill quickly, but it 
seemed to be incurable. Everyone who 
contracted it died, some more quickly 
than others. Dr. Barlow, a medical mis- 
sionary stationed in that district, came 
to the conclusion that the only hope of 
controlling the disease would be to bring 
someone who had it to the United States, 
where we have the equipment for mak- 
ing necessary tests, and also have bac- 
teriological experts to work on the anti- 
toxins. 

But when the doctor applied for Gov- 
ernment permission to bring an infected 
Chinese over here, he found that this 
was forbidden by the immigration laws. 
Finally ~ince he could see no other way, 
Dr. Barlow deliberately infected him- 
self and then immediately boarded a 
ship for America. He went straight to 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore. The 
specialists there were amazed and hor- 
rified at what he had done, but they 
started making tests at once. Dr. Bar- 
low kept a careful record of all they 
did to him, and the results. He said 
that in the event of his death they were 
to use the information they had derived 
from his case to prescribe the right 
remedy for the Chinese sufferers. But 
before the disease had progressed far 
enough to be fatal, the specialists found 
an antitoxin which killed the germs! 
When he was restored to health, he 
rushed back to China with the precious 
medicines and saved countless lives, Dr. 
Barlow risked his life and endured 
much sickness and suffering for the 
Chinese people, and we honor him for it. 

What this man did is a little picture 
of what our Lord Jesus Christ did. He 
knew that sin is fatal to the soul. He 
did not become infected with sin, but 
He did leave the glory of Heaven to 
come down into this world that He might 
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die for sinners and thus provide the 
remedy for sin. 

The first question on your new mem- 
ory card ! is, “Why did Christ come into 
the world?” Read the answer. (“This 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners”—1 Tim. 1:15.) 
While the great message is that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners, the first part of the verse makes 
us realize how important it is. “This 
is a faithful saying” means “this is a 
dependable statement.” Our great sal- 
vation was planned and carried out by 
the triune God. Surely it is worthy of 
all acceptation! Let us say the first 
half of this verse together, over and 
over, until every one ‘of us can say it 
alone. Then the second half. Now let 
us put the two parts together, and add 
the reference both at the beginning and 
at the end. Good! Next Sunday we’ll 
see how many of you still know it. 

This quarter we are beginning a six- 
months’ study of the Book of Luke. Luke 
is one of the most wonderful books in 
the Bible. The first four books of the 
New Testament are called Gospels. 
Gospel means “good news,” and each of 
these books brings the good news of 
Christ’s coming into the world, of His 
death, and of His resurrection, which 
were all necessary for our salvation. 
Matthew presents Jesus as King, while 
Mark shows Him as the perfect Servant 
of God, Luke as the gracious Son of 
man, and John as the Son of God. 

During the six months that we study 
Luke, I hope we come to appreciate 
more of the beauty of our Saviour. We 
love Him first because of what He has 
done for us, but as we go on in the 
Christian life we also learn to love Him 
because of what He is. He is a more 
wonderful person than ever could have 
been dreamed of by man. 

Read the first four verses of the Gos- 
pel of Luke. The Holy Spirit inspired 
him to write this account to his friend 
Theophilus. Why did he write it? (That 
Theophilus might know the certainty of 
the Gospel story.) Right. And from 
whom did Luke learn of the birth, life, 
death, and resurreétion of Christ? (From 
eyewitnesses.) Yes, that means from 
those who saw the things that Jesus did 
and heard the words He said. Name 
some of the eyewitnesses whom you 
have heard about. (Peter, Andrew, 
James, John.) Good. No doubt Luke 
knew many more of them. This Gos- 
pel that he wrote for the benefit of 
one man has been used by God for the 
blessing of millions, 

We are going to have to skip the rest of 
this chapter today, but hope to come back 





1During this quarter we are going to use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “The Work of 
Christ,””’ for memory work. These cards may 
be ordered from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 
717, Ferndale, Wash., 20 cents'a dozen, post- 
paid. 
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to it in a week or two. Today’s lesson 
is the first fourteen verses of Luke 2. 
Let us read these beautiful words to- 
gether. Every time I hear these words 
I am thrilled anew by the wonder and 
beauty of this story so simply told. Mary 
and Joseph journeyed to Bethlehem to be 
enrolled for the taxes at just the right 
time so that God’s Word would be ful- 
filled for Jesus to be born there. No 
doubt Mary and Joseph had heard the 
prophecy of Micah, but they did not 
decide to go to Bethlehem on account 
of it. They were ordered there by 
Caesar Augustus; who had not the faint- 
est idea that his order about taxes had 
anything to do with God's eternal plans. 

Only here in Luke do we get the 
touching statement that there was “no 
room in the inn.” The world had no 
room for Christ then, and it has no 
room for Him now. But He was wel- 
comed by the shepherds and others who 
loved God and believed His Word. We 
can tell that the shepherds were this 
sort of men from the fact that they 
never doubted the angel’s message for 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for October 2 


a minute, but went immediately to Beth- 
lehem to see the thing the Lord had 
made known to them. Let me read a 
verse of one of my favorite hymns as 
we now close our period. 
Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy 
kingly crown 
When Thou camest to earth for me, 
But in Bethlehem’s home was there found 
no room 
For Thy holy nativity: 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
w 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Jesus Was Born (Luke 2:8-14) 


HAT pictures did your mind 

camera take in Luke 2:1-40? I 
took one on the road to Bethlehem, one 
in a cave-shed, one in a pasture at night 
—and I did not need a flash bulb for 
that one—several in the Temple, and one 
of a little boy in Nazareth. Tell what 
your picture shows, and we will see if 
ours is like it. (After pupil discussion 
of each incident, actual pictures may 
be shown.) Was Mary riding a donkey? 
(The Bible does not say so, but she 
may have been. Word pictures cannot 
show everything that camera pictures 
do.) Did the shepherds see the star? 
(No, that was the Wise Men, Matt. 2:1, 2, 
9, 10.) 

Here are some names that: every boy 
and girl ought to know... Will you know 
them next Sunday? (List on the black- 
board: Caesar Augustus, Joseph, Mary, 
Simeon, Anna, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, 
Nazareth. Discuss who or what each 
was. Use a map. Make a matching 
game of it, letting each child point to 
and pronounce the correct name as the 
teacher or a child already proved cor- 
rect gives a description such as: Roman 
Emperor, place where the Lord Jesus 
grew up. If the class is small, each 
pupil may be drilled, as the slower ones 
will have learned from the repetition of 
brighter pupils.) 

Now I want to go back to that night 
picture that Luke took for us with shin- 
ing angel and cowering shepherds. Lis- 
ten while the sound tape again tells us 
the important words of that messenger 
with the glory of Heaven: (read Luke 
2:10-12). Was the happy good news just 
for the shepherds? No. “Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people” (Luke 
2:10, Memory Verse). I bring you good 
tidings of great joy for Ronald and 
Rachel and (use names of pupils). 
A Saviour, Christ the Lord, has been born 
today for Ronald and Rachel and 
Think of that! Only a Baby, and born 








in a barn, but the Christ, the Lord of 
Heaven, giving up all His glory and 
power in Héaven to come to earth to 
be a helpless baby and grow up to die 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


on a cross to save naughty, selfish you 
from your sins! Have you let Him do 
it for you, and give you the great joy? 

But right now we are thinking of His 
baby days. Someone had to get Him 
a drink of water when He wanted one. 
Someone had to take care of Him. How 
would you like to give up being a big 
boy or girl, and be a baby? Lie in a 
crib or be kept walled in a play pen. 
Couldn't go where you wanted. Couldn’t 
even get yourself a drink of water when 
you got thirsty. Couldn’t play baseball 
or dress your own doll. I guess you’d 
like someone to care enough to stop 
and get you a drink of water, or play 
with you, or take care of you for a 
while! 

The Lord Jesus gave up His joys and 
rights in Heaven to be a baby on earth 
to grow up and do something for you 
that you could not do for yourself. Are 
you willing to give up your joys and 
rights as,a big boy or girl to help a baby 
for a half hour or so or to play with 
him to make his helpless little life 
happier? You cannot do anything for 
the Baby Lord Jesus now. But He did 
Say that whatever you do for the littlest 
of His brothers is done for Him (Matt. 
25:40. Also see 10:42; 18:5.) Does that 
give you an idea of something to do 
this week? 

Then what pictures Will you take in 
Luke 2:41-52 of the Lord when a bigger 
boy? 

Orono, MAINE. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
” By Helen E. Odenwelder 


URELY you are happy that you can 

teach the delightful Christmas les- 
son in October this year! 
citement that prevails at Christmas 
time, most teachers wonder if their chil- 
dren absorb the truths that are stressed 
in this, doubtless the most important les- 
son of the year. Then, too, because 
there is often a “special speaker” on 
Christmas Sunday, the teacher is denied 
the privilege of teaching this precious 
lesson. ‘For the one who ‘writes this 
column, the Christmas lesson is the most 
beloved of all—one which can be told 
effectively at any season of the year. 

It is a little late now for your children 
to be encouraged to bring gifts for this 
pre-Christmas observance—gifts for your 
foreiyn missionaries. But if your church 
is blessed with home missionaries, en- 
courage your children on this day to 
bring some tokens next Sunday that can 
be sent to your workers on the home 
field. They can be gifts for the mis- 
sionaries themselves, or gifts that the 
missionaries can give to the children on 
their fields. This has been done with 
amazing success in various schools. You 
could encourage the youngsters to bring 
some toys which they are not using now. 
But, of course, they must be in good 
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—Christian Greeting Cards— 


With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Boxed Assortments. Good profit and prices 
reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price List. 


PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 
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FREE FINANCE PLANS— 
New Books at No Budget Cost 


NOW! You can pick the best in 
quality and price. Here is the hymnal 
of the year. Cou- 
pon brings you 
free sample. See 

and prove its power and 
superiority. 

Tabernacle Hymns Num- 
ber Five gives you the bal- 
anced best insoul-winain: 
evangelical numbers an 
traditional hymns of 
power and popularity. 
55 more musical num- 
bers than any other of 
the Tabernacle series. 
30 new numbers. 384 
pages, 2 binding 
colors. Fully orches- 
trated, including ac- 
cordion. Surprising 

low cost. 

Mail Coupon Now 

for FREE Somple 
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Name. 
PLEASE PRINT 
Address 
City. Zone State 
lam © Pastor, OC Supt. or. 
Church and Denom. 
Expect to buy 
new song books ( Date). 
Pastor. Address. 








TABERNACLE PUBLISHING Company 


352-L5 North Waller Ave., Chicago 44, Illinois 








Hand Carved 


CAMEL 


from the city of 


BETHLEHEM 


Handsomely hand carved from Olive wood 
grown in Palestine. Colorful decorated pack 
on camel's back. 5” tall. Made in the city 
of Bethlehem by native craftsmen. Collectors 
item. Wonderful gift item. Gift boxed. Only 
$2.95 postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Free Holy Land Gift Catalog 
HOLY LAND GIFTS 
3133-N Euclid St., Kansas City 9, Missouri 
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LIVING COLOR <A*28 ¢2y You °50 


BO 
235 S. Wabash Ave., Dept. 566-C, Chicago 4, Ill. 








THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMES. ‘ 








Yes, teachers and pupils like 


Hi GLEY’ FAMOUS POCKET 


QUARTERLIES 


They like the handy size, convenient 
for spare-minute use. Based on Inter- 
national S. S. Lessons, Must be seen 
for full appreciation. Ask fér sample. 
Quarterlies or workbooks for all 
departments. Low in price. 


TRUE TO GOD’S WORD 
Here is material that builds character 
and wins souls. 68 pages, more than 
25,000 words and every one counts. 
Story papers and helpful visual aids 
avaliable. 

é Write for full details 
Get our big catalog of complete S. S. Supplies 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 











CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Our ministry in India includes 
INDIGENOUS CHURCHES 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 














FLY TO THE BIBLE LANDS 
With Dr. Walter Hughes in the 35-day 
TEMPLE TOUR TO BIBLE LANDS 
July 13 - August 16, 1956 


For information write 


DR. GEORGE SALSTRAND 
Tennessee Temple Schools, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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condition. (For who would like to get 
a doll with a broken head for Christ- 
mas? Or a bicycle with a missing 
wheel?) The women’s missionary soci- 
ety of your church might be drafted 
to repair anything that needed “it, and 
then pack and send the gifts to the mis- 
sionaries. Do use this occasion, dear 
teacher, to stress the importance of giv- 
ing. Christmas, after all, should cer- 
tainly be a time of giving, not of getting! 





In the long, long ago the very first 
Christmas present that ever was, was 
given. The One who gave that gift was 
God. It was the most wonderful gift, 
the most priceless gift that anyone could 
give, ever! That gift was not given to 
one person only. It was given to the 
whole wide world. 

This gift was not given quietly, as some 
gifts are. It was announced by a whole 
Heaven full of angels. This was no 
secret. God wanted everyone every- 
where to know that He had given His 
gift. He had promised He would give 
it for hundreds and hundreds of years. 
And the night He kept His promise, He 
wanted it known. 

So He opened the skies of Heaven 
(God can do that, you know) and sent 
His angels to tell the wonderfully excit- 
ing news. “I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple. For unto you is born this.day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a-multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” God sent this 
message to shepherds—plain, hard work- 
ing men who had to spend the night on 
the hillside caring for their sheep. Im- 
agine their surprise! Think how ex- 
cited they must have been! 

Do you know what those shepherds 
did? They rushed to the city of Beth- 
lehem. They looked, of course, for a 
stable, for the angel had said that God’s 
wonderful gift of love would be in a 
manger—and mangers are in stables. 
And when they had found Him, the 
precious Son of God, they fell down and 
worshiped Him. Just imagine! They 
were seeing God’s own Son—His only 
Son—with their very own eyes. Why, 
they could have touched Him! What a 
wonderful night that must have been 
for them. 

But what a wonderful night it was for 
God! He was giving the Son of His love 
—the Saviour who would some day die 
on:a cross for the sin of the world. 
That was why He was born—so He 
could be the Saviour of the world. God 
desires that everyone everywhere should 
be forgiven for their sin. “The Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world” (1 John 4:14). -How glad God 


September 17, 1955 


must have been to have sent the Sav- 
iour! 

Think how happy the Lord Jesus must 
have been! He had come to do God’s 
will (Heb. 10:9). That first Christmas 
was a_ never-to-be-forgotten occasion. 
God gave His Son. The Lord Jesus gave 
Himself. The shepherds who first saw 
Him, worshiped Him, and when they 
left they glorified God and praised Him. 
We can be like those early shepherds, 
How? By praising God each day for 
the wonderful gift He gave. And by 
telling others about the dear Son of 
God who loved us and gave Himself for 
us. Are you praising God that way? 

LANCASTER, Pa, 


Ms 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Hearing as Though for the First Time. 

—Behold, I bring yqu good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people 
(Luke 2:10, Golden Text), An aged In- 
dian woman, a force for God in her own 
community at Port Simpson, British Co- 
lumbia, at a Christmas service talked 
long in her native tongue. Then, turn- 
ing to a group of white folks present, 
she said: “I have told my people the 
story of the birth of Christ. It is a 
wonderful story. Do you know, I always 
pity you palefaces. You never knew 
the astonishment and wonder that I felt 
when I heard this story for the first 
time. You have always been familiar 
with it, and it says nothing special to 
you. My best Christmas wish for you 
is that you may be moved and moved 
again by the glory of the Gospel, as if 
you had heard it for the first time, so 
that Christ may really be born in your 
hearts as in mine.”—From the Prairie 
Overcomer. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Ax- 
tell, Kans, 


When He Comes In.—There was no 
room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7). 
Some missionaries in India were good 
friends to the viceroy. Sometimes he 
would come to their district on official 
business to stay a few days, and he would 
always visit them or even stay with 
them. When he came, the missionaries 
who had a large house, would move out 
completely, and leave it all to their guest. 
The viceroy moved in, but his first act 
after he left them was to write them 
an invitation to come and be his guest. 
So we are the innkeeper, let us make 
room for the heavenly Guest. We must 
clear out and maintain no hold upon 
anything, but offer all to our Heavenly 
Visitor. The Master moves in, and then, 
oh, wonder of wonders, He says, “Come 
in and abide with Me!” With eyes that 
well with tears, hearts broken by His 
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Lesson for October 2 


kindness -and condescending love, we 
move back, not for a brief visit of a 
few days, but forever and forever. There 
is room, Lord Jesus, for Thee in our inn. 
—From “A Bruised Reed,” by Thomas 
A. Lambie, M.D. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


That He May Have All the Glory.— 
And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them 
(Luke 2:8, 9). “I am, by birth,” said a 
converted Hindu, “of insignificant and 
contemptible caste, so low, that if a 
Brahman should chance to touch me, he 
must go and bathe in the Ganges for 
the purpose of purification; and yet God 
has pleased to call me not only 
to a knowledge of the Gospel but to the 
high privilege of teaching it to others. 
My friends, do you know the reason for 
God’s conduct? It is this: if God had 
selected a learned Brahman and made 
him the preacher, bystanders might have 
said it was the amazing learning of the 
Brahman and his. great weight of char- 
acter that made him a fruitful soul- 
winner. But now, when anyone is con- 
vinced by my instrumentality, no one 
thinks of ascribing praise to me, and 
God, as is His due, has all the glory.— 
—From Tom M. Olson; in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. 
Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


A Light in a Dark World.—And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid (Luke 
2:9). An artist once drew a picture of 
a wintry twilight—the trees heavily 
laden with snow, and a dreary, dark 
house, lonely and desolate in the midst 
of the storm. It was a sad picture. 
Then, with a quick stroke of yellow 
crayon, he put a light in the one win- 
dow. The effect was magical. The en- 
tire scene was transformed into a vision 
of comfort and cheer. The birth of 
Christ was just such a Light in a dark 
world.—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 


In Our Place.—Unto you is born ... 
a Saviour (Luke 2:11). During the days 
of the bloody proscription in the times 
of the infamous Marius Sulla of Rome, 
a slave, hearing that his master’s name 
was on the liquidation list, quickly don- 


ned his master’s toga and then quietly - 


awaited the arrival of the political 
butchers. Finding him seated in his 
owner’s accustomed place, they slew the 
Slave, supposing him to have been the 
master. Thus, the noble slave, in as- 
suming his master’s garb, embraced his 
master’s fate. When the Lord Jesus 
Christ took upon Him the likeness of 
sinful flesh, a body like that of all the 
erring sons of Adam, He donned our 
“toga.” The death that He endured 
was the death that we deserved to en- 
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dure.—From the Alliance Weekly. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


“Not by* Might, nor by Power.”—And 
this shall be a. sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger (Luke 2:12). 
Not, Ye shall find the angel in the 
heavens, the king on his throne, the 
young prince in a palace, the commander 
at the head of his armies, but “the babe 
.. . in a manger.” How strange are 
God’s ways of working out His strange 
plans! It is not by might, nor by power, 
that His agencies accomplish their vast 
work. The least things are often great- 
est in His providence (1 Cor, 1:27-29). 
It may be the shepherd boy with his 
sling who gains victory over the mailed 
giant in whose presence the whole army 
of Israel stands trembling; it may be 
the tinker in Bedford jail who writes a 
masterpiece in religious literature, to be 
honored for centuries for its work and 
its worth; it may be the unschooled clerk 
from:a Boston shoestore who proclaims 
the Gospel with a fervency and power 
that the best-cultured divines of all 
Christendom have not attained to; or 
it may be in the most unprepossessing 
child of your school or class that the 
grandest possibilities for the Kingdom 
of Christ today lie hid—From Henry 
Clay Trumbull. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Greatest Gift—And on earth 
peace, good will toward men (Luke 
2:14). Long ago there ruled in Persia 
the wise and beloved Shah Abbis. He 
loved his people, and to know them bet- 
ter he sometimes mingled with them in 
disguise. Once he went as a poor man 
to the public baths and sat in the cellar 
with the man who tended the furnace, 
sharing his coarse food and befriending 
him in his loneliness. He repeated the 
visits, and the man became attached to 
him. At last the Shah told the furnace 
man he was the emperor and waited for 
the man to ask some gift from him. In- 
stead, however, the man looked at his 
ruler with wonder and love, and then 
said: “You left your palace and your 
glory to sit with me in this dark place, 
to eat of my coarse food, and to care 
whether my heart is glad or sad. On 
others you may bestow rich gifts, but 
to me you have given yourself. I only 
pray you never to withdraw the gift 
of your friendship.” Let us receive Him 
and ever continue in loving fellowship 
with Him.—From J. E. Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 











Advertising brings new things te the 

reader’s attention and teaches him how 

to use them. You will find in the 

weekly advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 
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If you want to earn extra money for your- 
self, your church, your organization, here } 
is on easy and friendly way to do it in 
your spare time. 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
We will send samples of our new 1955 Christ- 
mas greeting cards and gifts. Show them to 
friends and neighbors—take their orders—and 
earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 


Send us your name and address. We will rush o 
plet: Suote 





set of actual on cpp | with 
on how fo get started. 


5000 Wornees WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, handsome 
Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, greeting 
cards. commission. Send for free catalog 
and price list. 


George W. Noble, The Christian Co., 
Dept. 15, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 
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¢ « EARLY DELIVERY - - 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 











FLORIDA LOTS 


122 exceptionally good lots only $23,180. Terms. 
DR. McKEE READING CENTER, NEW YORK 





WOMENS 


Save NOW 
on this New Book 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 0{ 
PROGRAMS For 
WOMEN'S GROUPS 
By Al Bryant 






52 programs planned completely with song 
suggestions, devotional talk, closing prayer, etc. 
Programs that increase attendance; interesting; 
spiritual. 224 pages Cloth binding. $2.95 
Note: Order before Dec. 31, 1955 at $2.45; Save 50c 
DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR 
WOMEN’S GROUP No. 1 
By Lora Lee Parrott 
18 devotional programs which add power to 
Women’s Group meetings. Each program thor- 
oughly planned. 128 pages. Cloth binding. $1.50 


DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR 
WOMEN’S GROUP No. 2 
By Lora Lee Parrott 

Second in the series. All new and different. 
Each program complete, varied and life-related. 
96 pp. Paper covers $1.00. Cloth binding $1.50 

zondervan publications 
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER TODAY 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 733) 


1. It is variously reckoned from 6 to 
4-B.C. ' 


2. Micah (5:2), 
3. Nazareth (Luke 2:4). 


4. By moving the Roman Emperor, 
Caesar Augustus, to establish a sy$tem 
of census-taking throughout the empire. 


5. A stable. 


6. An angel, to shepherds on the plains 
of Bethlehem (Luke 2:8-12). 


7. By a star (Matt. 2:2). 


8. Because it was the birthplace and 
boyhood home of David (1 Sam. 16: 1-13). 


9. (a) King (Matt. 2:2), (b) Saviour 
(Luke 2:11). 


10. The Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Luke 
2:14). 


ELMuurst, ILt. 
we 


The New Japanese Translation 
(Continued from second page) 


and Our Colloquial Translation.’ Space 
forbids listing them all, but here are a 
few. Quoting from page 21: 

“*1, In the genealogy at the beginning 
of Matthew, we translated much like 
the Revised Standard Version .. . “Abra. 
ham was the father of Isaac” and so forth, 
although the Greek text gives the verb 
meaning “to beget.” 

“2. The Japanese sentence in Matthew 
6:27 according to the current version 
reads, “. .. can add one foot to his stat- 
ure?” We translated this verse, “. .. 
can prolong his span of life even a bit?” 
{And let me point out that the Chinese 
character used here for “life” is not the 
usual one, but is “jumyo,” a Buddhist 
term which means a determined or set- 
tled length of life and expresses the 
Buddhist philosophy of “fate.”] 

“ «3. The expression “Wisdom is justified 
by her deeds” is not very intelligible 
in its present Japanese translation, so 
we made it read something like “That 
the wisdom is right is demonstrated by 
its actual workings.” 

““4. “Eunuch” (enjin) is changed to 
the somewhat: prosaic, but more intel- 
ligible “Celibate” or “Bachelor” (Doku- 
shinja). 

“%. The expression “Is your eye evil 
because I am good?” (Matthew 20:15) 
is wholly unintelligible to the Japanese 
readers, so we rendered it, “Are you 
envious because I am generous?” 

“6. “Prophesy” in Matthew 26:68 we 
changed to just “guess.”’ 

“At the bottom of page 22, we read: 

“‘This version (current) translates 
Luke 23:43 as “When you enter the King- 
dom .. .” We believe this is not the real 
meaning of the words there, and changed 
the expression to “When you come with 
the authority of the Kingdom,” which 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is similar to that rendered by the R.S.V.’ 

“And on page 23, top: 

“*‘The Greek word “Dike” which ap- 
;}pears in Acts 28:4, we have taken to 
mean a goddess Dike whom the natives 
superstitiously believed, as K. Lake and 
Cadbury suggest in their commentary 

(“Beginnings of Christianity,” Vol. 1). 

“From point No. 3 of Chapter III, en- 
titled ‘Paul’s Letters and Other New 
Testament Writings,’ we list only a few 
‘comparisons’: 

“1, Romans 1:17 we translated “He 
who is righteous by faith shall live,” 
whereas the text has heretofore been 
read as “The righteous shall live by 
faith.” 

“2. The very important and contro- 
versial passage of Romans 3:25 we ven- 
tured to render “Whom God put for- 
ward as an offering of atonement.. .” 
and discarded the word “propitiation,” 
which the current version still keeps. 

“3. In First Peter 3:18 “dikaios” ob- 
viously refers to Christ, and so in order 
to make the reference explicit we trans- 
lated it “Even though he was righteous 
...” The rendering in the current ver- 
sion does not make it clear.’ 

“Near the end of this chapter on ‘Com- 
parisons,’ page 24, par. 2, we read, ‘But 
the above examples may suffice to in- 
dicate the general character of our col- 
loquial translation.’ 

“At the very end of Chapter ITI, under 
point 4: ‘Weights and Measures, etc.,’ 
we read: ‘For moneys, we thought it 
better to give the original designations 
as they are given in the text, and not to 
try to state them in terms of the pres- 
ent Japanese monetary values, as these 
are never stable but are apt to fluctuate 
from time to time... . In many cases 
the numbers 3, 7, 12 and so forth are 
significant and so we refrained from 
changing these numerical signs by me- 
chanically trying to state those weights 
and measures in corresponding Japanese 
equivalents.’ 

“I wonder why it seemed so important 
to the translators to adhere so closely 
to the original language in regard to 
weights and measures when they have 
not hesitated to interpret rather than 
translate such vital passages of Scrip- 
ture as those mentioned above. 

“As a matter of fact, it is not ‘collo- 
quial’ Japanese when the disciples of 
the Lord and other ordinary mortals, 
when speaking to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
refer to Him as ‘anata’ (‘you’). No polite 
Japanese would think of addressing those 
of higher degree than themselves as 
‘anata.’ To do so would be very discour- 
teous, if not insulting. When I called on 
thet former mayor of our city (which 
I did frequently) I followed ‘colloquial’ 
custom and never referred to him as 
‘anata,’ but always as ‘Shicho San’ 
(“Mayor San’), and our own beloved 
Japanese people never address even so 
humble a person as I as ‘anata.’ 
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“T agree that there is need to do away 


with the social distinctions in Japan 
which call for special words and honorif- 
ics when people of low degree speak to 
those of high degree; but certainly the 
place to begin this reformation is not 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, the infinite 
Son of God, ‘Lord of lords and King of 
kings’! 

“I wonder if those who are so ready 
to employ less honorable terms to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, have observed that 
no attempt is being made to ‘colloquial- 
ize’ the exceedingly polite terms and 
profuse honorifics (truly colloquial lan- 
guage) applied to the so-called ‘gods’ 
of Japan. 

“There is much more I should like to 
say, but time and space forbid. I be- 
lieve one of our Japanese evangelists was 


absolutely correct when he remarked, | 


in regard to the new Colloquial Ver- 
sion, ‘It robs the Bible of its authority 
so far as the Japanese people in general 
are concerned’! 

“It is my prayer that God will raise 
up a host of His own faithful ones to 
warn against this version in Japan, just 
as He did in America to warn against 
the R.S.V.” 

He 


Children at Home 
Omot Walks With Jesus 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


MOT’S eyes sparkled. What boy 

wouldn’t be excited, especially if 
he were a boy in Africa, when he heard 
his father say, as Omot’s father had just 
said to him, “Son, your uncle and I are 
going into the forest to get the tree. 
You may go with us.” 

Omot knew what tree was meant. Long 
before, Omot’s father had gone into the 
forest to choose it, and had marked it, 
so that everyone who saw it would un- 
derstand, This tree belongs to Omot’s 
father. Some day he will take it home 
to make a canoe, 

Now the day had come, 

But something had to be done first. 
Omot’s father and uncle, like other 
pagan African people, believed in evil 
spirits to whom sacrifices must be made, 
lest the spirits bring harm to them, 

“We must take along a sheep for the 
sacrifice,” said Omot’s father. “I will 
get one.” 

He chose a sheep. 
to go,” he said. 

“Oh, no, not that one!” protested Omot. 
“That’s my pet sheep!” 

“This is a good fat sheep,” answered 
his father; “it will please the spirits.” 

“It will taste good, too,” added Omot’s 
uncle. He knew that after the sheep 
had been used for the sacrifice, it would 
be eaten for food in the forest. 

Omot was very unhappy about it. 
He did not want his pet to be killed, 


“Now we are ready 
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Lesson for October 2 





but, more than that, he no longer be- 
lieved in sacrifices for the evil spirits. 
Had he not been attending the Chris- 
tian school, where he learned about 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who would 
protect and care for all who trusted 
Him? 

When Omot started on the journey 
with his father and his uncle, however, 
the pet sheep went along. Across the 
river in a boat, down the river bank, 
they came to the path which led into 
the forest. Following the path they 
walked on and on, past a huge anthill, 
a large fallen tree, on to the tree marked 
long before by Omot’s father. There 
it stood, straight and tall, with a smooth, 
thick trunk ready to make a fine canoe. 

“Now for the sacrifice,” said Omot’s 
father. 

“Yes, now is the time,” agreed his 
uncle, smacking his lips at the thought 
of a good meal of mutton. 

“Oh, Father, please don’t kill my 
sheep,” begged Omot again. “Let me 
find something else for a sacrifice.” 

“Very well,” his father finally said, 
“go and find something.” 

It turned out to be easy. A little dis- 
tance away, Omot threw a stone, and 
killed a large, pheasantlike bird. With 
delight he picked up the bird and ran 
back to his father. 

“Here, look at this!” he said. 
will do instead of the sheep!” 

“It will do,” said Omot’s father. 

“It won’t taste as good as the -sheep,” 
grumbled his uncle. “Also, the evil 
spirits may not be pleased.” 

However, the bird was used for the 
sacrifice, then Omot, his father, and his 
uncle had their meal, 

Now it was time to chop down the 
tree. The axes were sharp, but it would 
take a lot of chopping to make that big 
tree fall. 

Suddenly, Omot’s uncle cried out, His 
ax had slipped, and cut a large gash in 


“This 


his knee. Falling to the ground, he 
groaned in pain. He could not get up 
again, 


Omot’s father dropped his ax. “T’ll go 
back to the village for help,” he said. 

“No, no; don’t leave me!” cried Omot’s 
uncle. “Let the boy go. It’s his fault, 
anyway. He wouldn’t sacrifice the sheep, 
and the evil spirits are angry.” 

“Very well; you go back, Son. Fol- 
low the path carefully, past the fallen 
tree (watch the path there), then on 
past the big anthill, and so on to the 
river. Bring help back quickly.” 

Omot started out. It was the first 
time he had ever been in the forest 
alone, so far from home. Past the fallen 
tree, past the big anthill he went. Soon 
he began to wonder if he were on the 
right path. He ran back a little way, 
then started on another path. Then 
there seemed to be no path at all. Fran- 
tic, he ran on and on, but got nowhere. 
How dark it was! What if, after all, 
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there were evil spirits in the forest? 
Finally, completely tired out, he drop- 
ped down on the ground and fell asleep. 

Some time later Omot woke up. Per- 
haps he was dreaming, but jit seemed to 
him, so he told his teacher later, as if 
Someone were standing by his side, say- 
ing to him, “I am the Good Shepherd, 
and know my sheep.” Now Omot was 
fully awake. He remembered about his 
uncle. He must hurry and find help 
for him. 

There was no fear now. The path 
seemed clear. As he hurried along it 
Omot kept remembering something he 
had learned in school, the Twenty-third 
Psalm. “The Lord is my shepherd,” 
came the words to him; “I shall not 
want ... Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me.” 
Omot’s heart was perfectly quiet. He 
walked straight. ahead. What had he 
to fear? Before long he was out of the 
forest and could see the river. 

Now he ran. His own village was 
directly across from him. But where 
was the boat? It was not in sight. 

Again and again Omot called across 
the river to his village. Finally someone 
heard, and came to the river’s edge. 

“Uncle is hurt badly,” called Omot. 
“Someone must come quickly.” 

“Shall we bring the witch doctor?” 

“No, no,” called Omot. “Not that one. 
Run quickly to the mission, and tell the 
doctor there to come.” 

The Christian doctor was not a 
stranger to the villagers. Many of them 
had been helped by him. They ran, and 
soon Omot saw a boat coming up the 
river. In it were the dgctor and sev- 
eral friends from Omot’s village. Through 
the forest, guided by Omot, they finally 
reached his father and uncle. 

“Oh,” the uncle was groaning, “my 
liver has fallen to the ground in sorrow. 
I shall never get out of this forest.” 

“Catch your liver, my brother,” Omot's 
father answered. “Help is here!” 

Afterward Omot told his teacher all 
about it. 

“Yes,” he said, “at first I was afraid. 
Then Jesus spoke to me, and I walked 
with Him right through the forest, and 
I was not afraid.” 

Omot was patting the head of a fine 
fat sheep. “Look, sir,” he said; “this is 
my pet sheep.” 

New WILMINGTON, Pa, 


The only way for a parent to insure 
trust is to inspire it, and then it is vol- 
untarily exercised. So there is but one 
way to learn to trust God more. We 
must not look at our faith if we would 
have it grow. We must look at the 
OBJECT of faith—A, T. Pierson, D.D. 


* (17) 74l 









SOMETHING NEW and SENSATIONAL 


“AST. CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Superb Satin Velour & Metallic KY ¢ FF 
MAKE Show Rich New Cards never before Or 
ofte 


ValuelGets Eas 
00%, 








Family devotions that work! 


We'd be lost without THE CHRISTIAN PAR- 
ENT for our daily family devotions with our 
six kiddies," a mother writes. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT also provides professional 
guidance in all areas of family living. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By fohn W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 2 


1. Amos: Indignant Shepherd 
(Amos 5:14; 6:1-6; 8:1-6) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HREE topics from the Minor 
Prophets, of which this week’s is the 
first, are designed to give us a better 
understanding of some of the social prob- 
lems of our day, as we compare them 
with conditions that existed many years 
ago. 
se 
If there is one thing that we can 
see clearly in the writings of the 
prophets regarding the oppression of the 
poor, and the selfishness and indiffer- 
ence of the rich, and the perversion of 
justice that existed in the days of Hosea, 
Amos, and Micah, it is that they were 
directly related, in fact, were the out- 
growth of sin and idolatry and disobe- 
dience. It was because the people had 
forgotten God and had turned away 
from Him to worship idols and to in- 
dulge in their own lusts that these con- 
ditions had come about. For this rea- 
son the solution was not filling the 
pockets of the poor with money, or im- 


poverishing the rich, or creating better. 


living conditions and leveling social 
barriers. The remedy was, as Amos 
tells us in chapter 5, verse 4: “Seek ye 
me, and ye shall live.” It was a return 
to God that was needed and which would 
alone avert the certain judgment that 
God in justice and righteousness had 
to bring upon the nation because of 
their disobedience and sin. 


Just so, as we, make application of 
Amos’s words to our Own day, we need 
to understand that it is not the building 
of low rental houses, the clearing up of 
slums, and the setting up of higher 
standards and better social conditions 
that is to bring about the improvement 
needed today. These reforms have their 
place and are not to be neglected; but 
they can have their real value only as 
America, as individuals and as a nation, 
returns to God and seeks His way and 
honestly tries to honor Him and to obey 
Him. 

. b 

Amos was a simple herdsman who 
lived some four or five miles south of 
Bethlehem in the land of Judea. He 
heard God’s call to carry God’s message 
principally to the northern kingdom, or 
the kingdom of Israel, and to warn them 
of certain judgment if they did not leave 
the course they had chosen in idolatry 
and sin and disobedience and return 
to God. He did not claim to be a prophet 
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(Amos 7:14), not even a prophet’s son. 
There is no evidence that he sought to 
be a hero. But he had heard God’s com- 
mand and faithfully he proclaimed what 
the Lord had spoken to him. Notice 
how many times in his prophecy such 
phrases as “Thus saith the Lord” and 
“Hear this word that the Lord hath 
spoken” recur. 
we 
Amos was indignant at the injus- 
tice and the oppression of the poor 
that he saw, but primdrily he was in- 
dignant because of the way Israel had 
forgotten God, to whom she owed all 
the prosperity and the good things that 
she enjoyed. He was indignant that she 
had taken God’s bounty and used it for 
selfish indulgence and wasted it upon 
idolatrous practices. 
we 
Perhaps we may think America is not 
guilty of idolatry as ‘was Israel of old, 
and yet in our land the idols of pleas- 
ure and self-will, money, and self-in- 
dulgence are just as eagerly worshiped 
as were any of the idols that Israel fol- 
lowed. .The amount of money spent 
upon liquor and tobacco, and the amount 
of.food that is wasted by the average 
American family, the money that is gam- 
bled away every day at the race tracks, 
gaming tables, and the like, all over our 
land, all this is an open disgrace and 
leaves us no room to pride ourselves 
that we are any better than Israel of 
old. And such indulgence lies not only 
at the door of the rich. The middle 
class and even the poor go as far as 
they can in such ways. If we have a 


-shred of self-complacency or pride left, 


we may glance over the record of shoot. 
ings, juvenile crime, highway accidents, 
and the like, most of which have their 
roots in the great and overwhelming 
fact that our people have turned away 
from God to their own evil ways. Only 
the Gospel of Christ carries any note of 
hope for America. What are you, as 
an individual, and what is your group 
doing to make Christ known to those 
all about you who need Him so des- 
perately? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
v2 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Prophetic Light in the Present Dark- 
ness. By Kenneth S. Wuest. (Wm, B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $2.) What does the future hold? 
What is the significance of the trend 
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of current events? The present volume 
brings to our notice many pertinent 
Scripture references and comments that 
help to answer such questions. The 
author, thoroughly convinced that we are 
in the last days and soon to see the ap- 
pearing of the Lord, ably discusses the 
Rapture, the Day of the Lord, the Day 
of Christ, Daniel’s seventieth week, the 
Great Tribulation, the Second Advent, 
and Earth’s Golden Age. Included in 
these pages, in addition to the proper 
charting of the sequence of future events 
(e.g., the premillennial and pretribula- 
tion Rapture), are some Greek word 
studies of the kind for which Mr. Wuest 
is already noted by reason of other 
works from his pen. This book, writ- 
ten in nontechnical and popular style, 
will adequately serve both as a guide to 
students of the prophetic Scriptures and 
as a source of light to any reader who 
comes to it perplexed by the present 
darkness and concerned about the pros- 
pects for the future. 


The Gospel and Its Ministry. By Sir 
Robert Anderson, K.C.B., LL.D. (Kregel 
Publications, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.50.) There are few sound religious 
writers today who have the skill in writ- 
ing, the strength of conviction, and abil- 
ity to express it clearly that Sir Robert 
Anderson had. He was for about thir- 
teen years head of the Criminal Inves- 
tigation Department, of Scotland Yard, 
and by natural bent and training an 
astute investigator and logical thinker. 
His literary style is a pleasure to read, 
as it has the strength and finality of John 
Newton’s Letters and John Wesley's 
Journals; and his eighteen discourses on 
doctrine in this “Handbook of Evangel- 
ical Truth” will often shake the reader 
out of his complacency and set him 
straight on what the Bible actually 
teaches on the foundational subjects here 
discussed. 

Like Apollos, “an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the Scriptures,” Sir Robert 
was a scholarly defender of the faith, 
able to meet the higher critics on their 
own ground, and yet expound Bible doc. 
trines in simple, clear terms for the 
average layman. This book ,ought to 
be read and reread by every minister 
and kept at hand for reference. The first 
chapter, called “Introductory,” is an ex- 
ceptionally fine essay on the kind of man 
God can use in the ministry. (“... not 
that they shall be polished and edu- 
cated gentlemen, much less that they 
shall be coarse and ignorant boors.. . 
All He seeks is a fitting instrument 
upon. whom the power of Christ can 
rest, an empty earthen vessel that He 
can fill with His priceless treasure.”) 
The next two chapters, on “Grace” and 
“The Cross,” are surely among the finest 
in English Christian literature. Then 
are set forth in succeeding chapters such 
fundamentals as faith, repentance, elec- 
tion, substitution, sanctification, justifica- 
tion, cleansing by blood atonement, and 
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and textual types of messages predomi- 
nate and present careful analyses of 
words, phrases, and verses. Practical 
applications abound in true preaching 
style. The treatment of the varied doc- 
trines of James’ Letter is evangelical, 
sincere, and warm-hearted. A volume 
like this gives opportunity to students 
of God’s Word to become acquainted 
with the best thoughts and methods of 
the Lord’s able servants in addition to 
enabling them to arrive at the meaning 
of a given passage. Fortunate the 
preacher or teacher who has such a 
working tool at his disposal, 


Evangelistic Mlustrations From the 
Bible. By Faris Danie] Whitesell. (Zon- 
dervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $1.75.) This is not exactly a book 
for reading, but is more of a topical con- 
cordance containing nearly one hundred 
and fifty items with usually ten to a 
dozen references to Scripture portions 
that give pointed illustrations. These 
are all carefully arranged in alphabetical 
order for easy reference. For instance, 
under the topic of “Backsliding, Apos- 
tasy, Compromisers, Confession of Sin, 
Disobedience to God,” there are thirty 
Bible references listed in brief two or 
three line statements. A preacher wish- 
ing to illustrate the evil of compromise 
and worldliness would find listed nine 
Bible references from which he could 
illustrate. Under “Miracles of Evangel- 
istic Significance,” the author has listed 
sixty-six Bible references which he con- 
siders appropriate. A very practical 
topic, “Separation Unto God,” has six- 
teen references from Old and New Tes- 
taments showing the principles of such 
obedience to God’s requirings. Pastors 
will find this book a most helpful com- 
mentary to the Bible in the preparation 
of sermons. 


Ins and Outs of Romanism, By Joseph 
Zacchello. (Christian Literature Depot, 
Box 203, Winnipeg, Man., Can., 50 cents, 
paper.) This soundly converted ex- 
priest of the Roman Catholic Church has 
written a very informing and interesting 
book of 180 pages which records well- 
documented comments on such topics as 
“How the Pope Came Into Power,” “Of- 
ficial Information on Romanism,” “What 
Roman Catholics Believe in a Roman 
Catholic Country,” and “What Roman 
Catholics Believe in a Non-Roman Cath- 
olic Country.” A very practical chapter 
is given to the question, “Should Prot- 
estants Marry Catholics?” and his answer 
is a very vehement “No!” The book 
closes with a frank discussion, “Parochial 
Schools versus Public Schools,” and re- 
views some of the recent attempts of 
Romanists to take over our U.S.A. pub- 
lic schools. Anyone wishing to be up to 
date and well informed on these timely 
topics should carefully study this book. 


High Peaks in Redemption. By F. J. 
Huegel. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.95.) The title prop- 
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erly reveals the content of this work. 
The first chapter sets forth the fact of 
the deity of Jesus Christ, and the fol- 
lowing chapters are based upon that 
premise. The author deals effectively 
with doctrinal teaching on the basic 
doctrines of Christianity—incarnation, 
expiation, resurrection, ascension, re- 
turn, and participation. Each of these 
great mountain peaks is treated with 
clarity and penetrating insight, char- 
acteristic of this author. Those who do 
not have this volume in their possession 
will want to secure it immediately. It 
is enlightening, invigorating, and chal- 
lenging. 


Venture for Victory. By Don Odle. 
(Light -and Hope Publications, Berne, 
Ind., $2.) This is a remagkable story of 
a group of college men who spent two 
long summers in the Orient—Formosa, 
China, Japan, and Korea—playing 169 
basketball games before thousands of 
people, and giving a radiant, contagious 
testimony ‘to the saving power of Jesus 
Christ, and thus winning thousands to 
confess Christ. 

These athletes, mostly from Taylor 
University, Upland, Ind., traveled 82,000 
miles, and along with a strenuous sched- 
ule of games, conducted 469 meetings in 
prisons, hospitals, leprosariums, banks, 
colleges, and universities. It is a glori- 
ous testimony to answered prayer and 
the abiding faith of these young men, 
who willingly gave up summer vaca- 
tions and left girl friends or wives in 
an effort to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is full of intensely interesting travel 
experiences, of accounts dealing with in- 
dividuals, and of meetings with most 
interesting people, such as Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek in Formosa and Gen- 
eral W, K. Harrison in Japan. 

The author, Don Odle, athletic direc- 
tor of Taylor University, is also author 
of a coaching masterpiece, “Basic Basket- 
ball,” and has demonstrated that even 
in unorthodox methods, men can be won 
to Christ. It is a real missionary story. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 26 to October 2 

Mon.—Isaiah 7:14-16. “Immanuel.” 
PRAYER SuccesTIONsS: “A virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.” The name, “Im- 
manuel,” ever will be sweet to the chil- 
dren of God. “God ... manifest in 
the flesh” deserves and shall have honor 
forevermore. “His name, like sweet per- 
fume, shall rise with every morning 
fand evening] sacrifice’—Isaac Watts. 
How greatly does the name of Jesus 
thrill your ransomed soul? Let Him 
always be your praise, and His pleasure 
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your delight. Pray. that you may live 
the beautiful life indicated in 1 John 3:22. 


Tues.—Isaiah 9:2-7. 
“To Us a Child Is Born.” 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given.” The 
appearance of the Son of God in this 
world as Son of man is the most im- 
portant fact in human history. “Great 
is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim, 3:16). 
Only words of divine inspiration can set 
forth this all-glorious fact and its im- 
plications. Let every believer, like good 
Simeon of old, say: “Mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation.” Bless and praise 
the Son of the Highest. Pray for a 
deeper appreciation of Christ’s incarna- 
tion. 


Wed.—Luke 1:26-38. 
The Annunciation to Mary. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hail, thou that 
art highly favoured, the Lord is with 
thee: blessed art thou among women.” 
Gabriel’s annunciation conforms to the 
prediction of Isaiah’s marvelous proph- 
ecy (7:14). Thus do the words of God 
always agree. The Old Testament is in 
the seed of the New: and the New Tes- 
tament is in the Old in flower. Gabriel’s 
marvelous announcement embodies the 
salvation of. our souls. Pray that you 


may never lose gratitude for the great 
mercy of God in Christ your Saviour. 
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Thurs.—Luke 2:1-7. Born in Bethlehem, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bethlehem.” This 
was the only place for the Messiah to 
make His appearance in this world, 
There were genealogical as well as the- 
ological reasons for this being the case, 
Both Mary and Joseph were of the house 
of David, and of David’s city, Bethle- 
hem; and the prophet, Micah, had pre- 
dicted that the advent would be at Beth. 
lehem (Micah 5:2). And so it was. He 
by whom all things were made came 
to earth as a little babe. Let every 
child hear the story. Pray for the awak- 
ening of millions of children to realize 
their need of the Saviour. 


Fri.—Luke 2:8-12. Good News! 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” The an- 
nouncement to the shepherds was sup- 
ported by compelling evidence. The an- 
gel chorus, the wonderful statements 
concerning Christ, and the prediction 
where and in what condition they would 
find the infant Saviour sent them swiftly 
to see Him, and to tell forth the won- 
drous story of the Lord’s visit to this 
world. Spurgeon has well said: “Jesus 
was Lord when a babe in the manger, 
just as much as He is now on His 
throne.” Have you this high apprecia- 
tion of Christ? Pray that the Godhead 
of Christ may be more real to you every 
new day. 


Sat.—John 1:14-18. 
“The Word Became Flesh.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The word = be- 
came flesh and dwelt among us” (A.S.V.). 
That all-glorious Being—the WORD— 
by whom all things were made, “became 
flesh” and dwelt among us. He took 
our nature. He appeared among men, 
not as an angel as He did to Abraham, but 
in actual flesh and bones, as the Son 
of man. Have you ever felt the thrill 
of the amazing mercy of God in thus 
coming down from Heaven to be your 
Saviour? Pray that you may ever look 
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of 
your salvation. 


Sun.—Galatians 4:1-5. 
“God Sent Forth His Son.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that 


were under the law, that we might d 


receive the adoption of sons.” The 
Father sent His only begotten Son, 
according to a plan laid down in the 
counsels of eternity. His appearance 
here for our salvation came at the 
right time, and in the most amazing 
way the mind can conceive. Salva- 
tion is of the Lord. None other could 
effect it. Thank God for it, and pub- 
lish the glory of it to all you may. 
Pray for the greater glory of the Son 
of God in this day of rising wicked- 
ness. 
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